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"Every time you write an 
Audubon check you will 
help us spread our 
message and generate 
money to continue our 
important work. Help end 
the silence. Order today!" 

Susan Martin 
Senior Vice President 
National Audubon Society 


A special offer for bird 
lovers. 

Nuw you can help protect 
natural habitats with every 
check you write. You can 
show those you do business 
with that you support 
Audubon sanctuaries through¬ 
out the country. That you sup¬ 
port field research critical to 
the survival of endangered 
species. That you support 
rational policies for land use, 


energy development and toxic 
waste disposal. Most of all, 
that you care to support 
efforts to protect and preserve 
wildlife and the natural 
environment. 

The startling facts. 

If you're like the average 
Audubon supporter, you wrote 
about 300 checks last year. 
And every last one of them 
was silent. Now, your checks 
can make a bold statement 
about where you stand. 


Your Audubon checks will 
start discussions that allow 
you to help others understand 
what Audubon is all about. 

Do they work? 

Absolutely. Your Audubon 
checks carry the same bank¬ 
ing and personal information 
that's on your present checks. 
In fact, there's only one differ¬ 
ence between these checks 
and the checks you're using 
now. The message. 


Audubon makes money. 

Every time you order a supply 
of Audubon checks, Audubon 
makes $1.00. That may not 
seem like much, but remem¬ 
ber all the other Audubon 
supporters. Together, you are 
making a very big difference 
for Audubon. 

So get the word out. 

Don't write another silent 
check. Not when you could be 
showing your support for 
Audubon's actions. 
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To order the Audubon check shown above, complete and return this form: 


1. Select a check style: (single or duplicate) 

2. Indicate shipping preference; 

3. Attach all 3 of the following to this form: 


□ SINGLE $14.00 per 200 checks □ DUPLICATE $14.95 per 150 checks 

(Carbonless copy} 


□ FIRST CLASS Add $2.50 
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Re-order form from present check supply OR voided check 
with a starting number indicated for your new order. 


Deposit ticket from the same account. 

Payment check payable to Message!Check Corp. 


4. Daytime phone where you can be reached: <.).. 

Area Cc^e Number 

5. Mail to: Message!Check°Corp, 911 EastPike.’PO Box 3206 Aud-w, Seattle, WA 98114 
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Letters 



Dance of the Roadrunner 

We live in a wooded area near Lake 
Conroe, Texas. A Greater Roadrunner 
that stays around our house exhibits a 
rather peculiar activity each spring. 
The roadrunner catches a lizard, then 
flies to the roof of our house and perches 
on one of the skylights, where it per¬ 
forms a “dance” by stamping its feet 
rather vigorously on the skylight panel. 
It continues to dance for 15 or 20 
minutes, then leaves. 

The roadrunner repeats this ritual a 
number of times each spring (we as¬ 
sume it is the same bird each spring as 
it has carried out this activity for sev¬ 
eral years now). My wife and 1 assume 
this “lizard dance” is part of a mating 
ritual. Can you or any of your readers 
confirm this? 

J.D. Skelton 

Montgomery, Texas 

While we would assume the display you 
describe is associated with pairing, mat¬ 
ing or nesting, our sources do not provide 
any information about this particular 
behavior for Greater Roadrunners. Have 
any other readers observed or read about 
similar behavior? 


A Greater Roadrunner holding a 
lizard was photographed from 
inside the house as it “danced” 
on the skylight last spring. 


Turkey Tale 

Like many of your readers, I enjoyed 
Robert C. Willging’s article entitled 
“America’s Mexican Turkey” (WildBird, 
December 1990). It reminded me of 
my special turkey experience. 

For some years, I was occasionally a 
guest on a 25,000-acre lease on the 
famous one-million acre King Ranch, 
located south of Falfurrias, Texas. My 
host would graciously permit me to 
bring one of my sons on each visit. On 
one trip my older son, a genuine 
outdoorsman, was accompanying me. 
Our party of eight traveled in two vans. 
Our driver was the biologist manager 
of the lease facilities. 

After we left Highway 281, we en¬ 
tered the ranch guard gate to drive the 
approximately 15 miles to the com¬ 
pound. Enroute the manager slowed 
down and pointed out a flock of tur¬ 
keys moving through the scrub trees. 

The flock quietly moved out across 
the road in front of us. We were amazed 
at the number of birds and quickly 
started counting them one by one. Of 
the eight men in the two vans, none of 
us counted less than 200 turkeys. 

Some of your readers may have seen 
larger flocks, but 1 doubt that many 
have enjoyed seeing this many Wild 
Turkeys at one time. 

Edward C. Boldt 

Memphis, Tennessee 
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Swallow Broods 

This letter is in response to an an¬ 
swer in the “Birder’s Quiz” on North 
American Swallows in the October 
1990 issue (question 7), about which 
species of swallows are triple-brooded. 
The answer lists Purple Martins as 
raising up to three broods per year. 
However, to my knowledge Purple 
Martins have never been reported to 
raise three broods in a season. In fact, 
double-broodedness is so rare in the 
species that it merits a scientific paper 
when it happens. (See: A second brood 
attempt by the Purple Martin, Auk 
90:442; and Double-broodedness in 
Purple Martins in Texas, Wilson Bulle¬ 
tin 90:239-247, 657.) 

John James Audubon in the early 
1800s claimed (see Bent’s Life Histo¬ 
ries) that Purple Martins commonly 
raised three broods, but he was not 
using color-banded birds, which, by 
the way, is the only certain way to 
determine how many broods a given 
pair of birds raises. 

Also, Cliff Swallows have never been 
reported to raise three broods in a 
single breeding season. Cliff Swallows 
do occasionally raise a second brood. 

The bottom line is: no North Ameri¬ 
can swallow has ever been observed to 
raise three broods in a single season. 
James R. Hill, III 
Executive Director 
Purple Martin Conservation Assoc. 
Edinboro, Pennsylvania 

WildBird appreciates the above infor¬ 
mation and we are always open to cor¬ 
rections. However, one popular reference 
book. The Birder’s Handbook by Ehrlich, 
Dobkin and Wheye, reports that Purple 
Martins may raise one to three broods per 
year and Cliff Swallows occasionally raise 
two or three broods. (The authors list their 
references for each species.) 

Any other input by readers or authori¬ 
ties will be welcomed to clear up-orupdate- 
the swallow brood question. 


Thanks to all our readers who 
sent letters to WildBird. Send 
your letters to: WildBird Letters, 
P.O. Box 6050, Mission Viejo, 
CA 92690. 


Discount prices.. 

on Zeiss, Leica, Questar, Bushnell, 

Bausch & Lomb, Kowa, Meade, 

Celestron, aus Jena, Nikon, Swift, 

Swarovski, & more. 

The world-class 10 x 42mm Bausch & Lomb Elite is 
one of our most popular premium birding binoculars - 
we sold over 150 last year - and it’s weil worth our 
discount price! Superb tor birding, with a 5.6° field, 12’ 
near focus, long 17mm eye relief for eyeglass use, and 
those superlative high-resoiution optics for which the B & L Elites are 
famous. You get sleek rubber armor, a soft leather case, eyepiece 
rainguard, a lifetime U. S. warranty, and a savings of nearly 54%! 

Send a self-addressed stamped envelope (85c postage) for our free 36-page Discount 
Price List and Catalog 91W that tells you how to pick the right binoculars and spotting 
scopes. At Christophers, ltd., we discount price, not quality or service. We're not a 
New York camera store and we won’t treat you like one. Now in our 12th year of sav¬ 
ing you money on birding binoculars, spotting scopes, and astronomical telescopes. 

Christophers, ltd. 

Mastercard, Visa, American Express, Discover, Optima cards. 

Hours 10-5:30 CST, Mon. thru Fri. U.S. & Canadian sales only. 3% freight on credit card orders. 

2401 Tee Circle, Suite 106, Norman, OK 73069 

Toll-Free Order Line: (800) 356-6603 Advice/Tech Questions: (405) 364-0858 




MOST WANTED 


Songbirds UP-CLOSE 


SAVE TIME! ORDER TOLL-FREE 
[^^1 1-800-626-9779 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back. 


OUR window feeder is 
GUARANTEED to attract 
more birds in more vari¬ 
eties than any other feeder 
of its kind. 


• Attracts CARDINALS 


Keeps out large 
unwanted birds 


• Durable all-weather 
acrylic, 7V4" Dia. 

• Large seed hopper 

• Made to last 


Send $12.95 plus $2.50 
shipping and handling. 
Prompt Delivery. 

Avian Products, P.O. Box 
225, Oconomowoc, Wl 53066 


Dealer inquiries welcome. 
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Through the Looking Glass 


Swans At My Window 


by ALICE HUFFER 

I like to spend most early mornings 
peering out my picture window at 
the water of Havana Lake in southeast¬ 
ern Kansas. This particular morning, 
nothing exciting was happening as the 
fog lifted from the lake. 

I have seen some exciting things 
here, including cormorants diving for 
fish, flocks of Canada Geese, beavers 
and even a coyote walking on the 
frozen lake. Once 1 delighted in seeing 
a young man and woman enjoying a 
leisurely boat ride while he manned 
the oars and she charmed him by 
blowing bubbles. Probably the most 
exciting event was watching a bald 
eagle feeding on its prey on the ice. 

Another look out the spacious glass 
windows on this particular morning 
revealed six people in white clothing 


paddling a canoe across the lake. Six 
people in a canoe? Where were my 
binoculars? No, they were not people 
in a canoe—they were white birds. 
Huge white birds! 

Snow Geese? Another look through 
the binoculars showed very long necks 
and black beaks. How 1 hoped they 
would come closer so 1 could see them 
more clearly. I quickly took the 
camcorder and tripod outside where I 
aimed it at these “geese” and started the 
video tape rolling. 

The elegant birds did come closer 
and closer, until they were very near 
our dock. Next, I grabbed my 35mm 
camera and began taking some still 
photographs of these beautiful and 
majestic waterfowl. 

After realizing that the birds were 


ROBKCpUI 

4719 42nd Avenue North 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422-1223 


IT’S SQUIRREL PROOF 

JONBOy 

WILD BIRD 

FEEDER 

Here is a feeder that is virtually 
squirrel proof. The squirrel’s 
weight or that of larger, unde¬ 
sirable birds, closes the feed 
ports tightly preventing access. 
It is also the only feeder of its 
type to feed from two sides. Two 
large glass panels let you see 
when to refill. The Jonboy is 
constructed of galvanized steel 
and is painted a natural gray- 
green. It mounts easily on a 
4 x4 post and holds over 15 lbs 
of feed. 

We know you’ll he satisfied with 
your Jonboy feeder. If not, call us. 

ONLY 

$ 59.95 

Plus $4,50 Shipping and handling. 

MN residents add 6% sales tax. 

VISA & MASTERCARD ORDERS 
CALL TOLL FREE: 

1 - 800 - 677-6543 
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going to hang around for a while I 
began searching for their likeness in 
our much-used bird book. That’s when 
I realized these birds were not Snow 
Geese—they were Trumpeter Swans! 
This was remarkable—wild Trumpeter 
Swans on our lake in southeast Kansas! 

My husband and I also noticed that 
three of these spring visitors had num¬ 
bered yellow collars fitted around their 
necks. We recorded the numbers on 
the bands and called the Kansas Con¬ 
servation Commission office to report 
our sighting. 

The lady I talked with was a bit 
skeptical about my identification of 
the birds and assured me I was mis¬ 
taken. However, I described the swans 
and told her we had photographs and 
videos to verify our sighting. Then she 
suddenly remembered receiving a flier 
asking birders to watch for Trumpeter 
Swans. 

Not long afterward, I received a tele¬ 
phone call from a lady who identified 
herself and said she was calling from 
the Hennepin County Parks System in 
Minnesota. 

“You have my Trumpeter Swans!” 
she exclaimed. “I haven’t heard any¬ 
thing about them since November— 



and that was three months ago!” 

She was even more excited than I. 
As we talked, she informed me tthat 
two of the swans with the numbered 
yellow collars were males, aged two 
years and four years old. The third 
neck-banded bird was a two-year-old 
female. 

As darkness approached, the swans 
made their way to the east end of the 
lake where I first sighted them. I con¬ 
tinued to monitor the activity of the 


swans with the light of the full moon; 
I thought they were still on the water at 
midnight. 

By seven o’clock the next morning I 
could see the swans were gone. I was 
thrilled to have had the opportunity to 
watch Trumpeter Swans for a day, but 
my only regret was that I had missed 
the glorious sight of six white Trum¬ 
peter Swans taking flight and winging 
into the night sky, drenched by 
moonlight. Q] 


Capture the Image 

WUh the World's Only Multi-Coated 77mm Fluorite Lens! 



High Performance Series 
TSN-1, 45° Offset, Multi-coated 
TSN-2, Straight, Multi-coated 
TSN-3, 45° Offset, Multi-coated Fluorite Lens 
TSN-4, Straight, Multi-coated Fluorite L 


The Kowa Prominar offers the field of view and increased light 

only fluorite 77mm lens on the gathering capabilities of no less 

market today. This lens offers than 60% over conventional 
a sharper image, wider than usual 60mm spotting scopes. 


Prominar Features 

■ High clarity, high resolution, 
multi-coated fluorite lens. 

■ Bayonet mounting for easy 
eyepiece exchange. 


I High quality photo application 
(optional) 

I Seven interchangeable eyepieces. 


KOWA OPTIMED INC. 20001 S. VERMONT AVE., TORRANCE, CA 90502 (213) 327-1913 
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THE ELECTRONIC BIRDER 



Satisfaction Guaranteed 


LIB Expert Systems 

96 Craig Dnve.^lG^chene^.^^ g94.9308 WB 


SOLAR 

SIPPEK” 



“Because birds like a drink of water 


The portable bird-tested Solar Sipper 
is a cold weather bird watering device. 
It uses the power of the winter sun as 
well as air insulation pockets to extend 
the time that water remains liquid in 
freezing temperatures during daylight 
hours. 

It is environmentally safe and makes a 
perfect gift. It may be used on the 
ground or on a dry birdbath. An availa¬ 
ble mounting bracket is useful for ele¬ 
vated installations near windows or 
feeders. 

Order now from Happy Bird Corp. 

479 South St., Foxboro, MA 02035 
Made in USA. Pat. Pending. 

Model STD SS Solar Black $19.95 
Model DLX SS Berry Red $26.95 
Add $15.00 for Mounting Bracket 
Add $3.50 per unit (with or without 
bracket) for shipping and handling. 
Dealers may wish to write for informa¬ 
tion. 

WB 


Pursuit Of Happiness 


Spring Search For 
Spruce Grouse 

by CHIP PRETZMAN 

W inter was waning in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula. Here and 
there some snow had escaped the sun’s 
wrath. The raptor migration was des¬ 
tined to peak in the next few days and 
the warblers would pass through in a 
week or two. 

Red-necked Grebes were beginning 
to arrive on small ponds and lakes and 
Common Loons had already passed 
through, headed for Canadian lakes. 
Spring had not yet settled into an easy 
routine. 

Two determined birders, or bird 
finders, trudged relentlessly into the 


depths of a pine forest. We were retrac¬ 
ing the steps of a group of birders that 
had passed us an hour earlier, walking 
out of the woods. Dismay was written 
on their faces and their message was 
filled with the failure of not finding 
what we too were looking for—a Spruce 
Grouse. 

Somewhere ahead of us was a dis¬ 
playing territory of a male Spruce 
Grouse. The group had spent the better 
part of an hour in the area, hoping to 
catch sight of the elusive bird. 

We walked on with dampened 
hopes. 1 carried a portable tape player 
that we used to play a recording of the 
flurried wing beats and calls of a male 
spruce grouse displaying. But, alas, 
when we listened for a response to our 
recording, we only heard the whistling 
of the wind through the pine boughs 
above us. 
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We continued our search enveloped 
in silence as we wandered through 
seemingly endless stands of spruce 
and jack pines that were broken by 
occasional small clearings and hillocks 
of sand. Eventually we arrived at a 
sand ridge overlooking a small clear¬ 
ing. This was the display territory ac¬ 
cording to information we received at 
the Whitefish Point Bird Observatory. 
We had been assured that we could 
find Spruce Grouse here without fail. 

We stood near the clearing and 
played the recorded grouse calls; still 
no response. Only the plaintive lament 
of a lone Sandhill Crane passing un¬ 
seen to the west broke the silence. 

I began scanning the ground under 
the low-lying branches of nearby jack 
pines through the 300mm lens of my 
camera. I was looking for a break in the 
random pattern of interlocking 
branches and brush. Suddenly, the 
shape of a grouse resolved itself out of 
what was only moments before a 
hopeless tangle of wood and vines. 

There he was, a male Spruce Grouse 
in full breeding plumage, only 15 feet 
away! Did the group that preceded us 
stand within a few scant yards of this 
bird and not notice it? Probably, for 
the Spruce Grouse can be one of 
nature’s most elusive creatures. 

Although “our” Spruce Grouse was 
shy and retiring during our visit to his 
territory, under the best of spring con¬ 
ditions he would have been perform¬ 
ing his strutting display. A displaying 
male puffs up his feathers and struts in 
his open arena with his bright red eye 
combs erected and his tail fanned. 

At the peak of the display, the cock 
will “whir” his wings by quickly beat¬ 
ing them back and forth. Sometimes 
he will give a series of low-pitched 
hoots at the end of the display. 

Unlike grouse species that use leks, 
where several males congregate and 
perform courtship displays, male 
spruce grouse disperse to widely 
separated territories where they display 
to attract females. 

Although we didn’t witness the dis¬ 
plays of the Spruce Grouse that early 
spring day, we were very happy to find 
our quarry. Our walk back through 
the northern forest was easier and our 
steps were lighter having found the 
elusive spring Spruce Grouse. Q3 



BEWmR© FEEDER 
iINCE FRANCIS 


. dramatic 17“ domed feeder of perfectly clear ac 
oils even the most persistent squirrels and keeps 
a generous 7 lbs. of your seed fresh and dry. 


ARUNDALE PRODUCTS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 4637ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63108 

Visa Or Call: (314)367-8030 MasterCard 


NEW NEW NEW 



A PREMIUM QUALITY SUET BLEND 

Dr D's NUTR-ALL™ 

SUET-FEED FOR 
WILD BIRDS 

15% PLANT PROTEIN 
ALL 14 VITAMINS, FIBER 
PLUS REQUIRED MINERALS 
PERFECT NUTRITION FOR WILD BIRDS 
NUTR-AL ™ 14 oz. CAKES^ WIRE BASKETS 


3 @ $2.50 = $ 7.50 2 @ $4.10 = $ 8.20 

6 @ $2.38 = $14.28 4 @ $3.78 = $15.12 

12 @ $2.25 = $27.00 8 @ $3.32 = $26.56 

24 @ $1.80 = $43.20 12 @ $3.00 = $36.00 

SHIPPING EXTRA 

^ SPECIFY TYPE: REGULAR; WITH THISTLE, OR WITH 
SUNFLOWER SEED HEARTS. Compare weight! 

PHONE 1-800-942-DIET (3438) compare price! 

AVI-SCI, INC. P.O. BOX 598 
OKEMOS, Ml 48805; 

SCIENCE IS IN OUR NAME AND OUR PRODUCTS 
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Bulletin Bird 


Franchise Opportunity 


If bird feeding 
is your favorite 
hobby, we'll be 
your favorite store® 


•Expert Technical Support 
•Hands-on Training Program 
•20-Page, Full Color Catalog 
•National Customer Network 
•Central Purchasing Available 



It 


For More Information, Contact: 
George H. Petrides, President 
Wild Bird Centers of America, Incf 
7687 Mac Arthur Blvd. 

Cabin John, Maryland 20818 


(800) 759-WlLD • (301) 229-9585 • FAX (301) 320-6154 



DATAHAWK 

Soars Above All Other Birding Software 


“Datahawk is a dream 
for state listers. 
Plethora of unique 
features made this 
program so much fun.” 

—Wildbird 


More kinds of lists than any other 
birding program, plus spread 
sheets, counts, and more. 

Dne check mark updates all 
applicable lists. Contains all species 
on ABA & AOU lists, all state Sk 
province checklists. 

Only $69.00 

+ $4.00 S&H 
CA residents add $4.66 tax. 

Please specify 3'/=" or 5Vi" disk size. 
Requires IBM-compatible, with hard drive. 


TURNSTONE SOFTWARE 
1838 Barry Ave., Suite 12 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 

1-800-654-5676 


Imitated 
but never 
equalled! 


North America’s 
Premiere Birding 
Deaiership. 

(Because We Bird!) 

For Product 
Knowledge, Accuracy 
of Consultation 
Competitive Pricing 
and Trade-Ins. 

Binoculars, Scopes, etc. 

for consultation & orders 
800-992-9791 
for information & service 

404-350-9791 

(50 

Robert Manns & Associates 


Duck Stamp Selected 

An acrylic painting of a pair of King 
Eiders will be featured on the 1991 
federal duck stamp. Vermont painter 
Nancy Howe, edged out 625 other 
artists during competition judged in 
the Department of the Interior head¬ 
quarters in Washington, D.C. 

Waterfowl hunters are required to 
purchase a “duck stamp,” sales of 
which have raised $340 million to buy 
over four million acres of wetlands 
that are protected and managed by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The duck stamp competition is the 
only government-sponsored art con¬ 
test, and is considered the top bird art 
contest. For more information about 
the federal duck stamp competition 
and bird art, refer to “Birds In Art,” 
WildBird, February 1991. 

New Endangered Warbler 

The Golden- cheeked Warbler has 
heed added to the Endangered Species 
List. The distinctively colored black- 
and-yellow warbler nests in the 
Edwards Plateau in central Texas where 
mature oaks and ashe junipers grow 
along the slopes of hills. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
added the Golden-cheeked Warbler 
under emergency provisions due to 
the rapid pace of development in its 
limited range and intense competition 
from parasitic-nesting Brown-headed 
Cowbirds. 

Recent population estimates indi¬ 
cate only 1000 to 2500 breeding pairs 
remain compared to approximately 
7500 pairs in the mid-1970s. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is 
assessing critical habitat for the Golden¬ 
cheeked Warbler. Interestingly, the 
U.S. government holds title to thou¬ 
sands of acres of prime habitat, which 
was obtained by default from defunct 
savings and loan companies. How¬ 
ever, endangered species biologists 
emphasize that the warbler’s survival 
relies on protecting habitat on private 
lands as well as state and federal public 
landholdings. 

The male Golden-cheeked Warbler 
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is a dramatically-colored songbird with 
a white belly, rump and wingbars, and 
a yellow face that sets off the predomi¬ 
nantly black bird. The black eye-stripe 
through its yellow facial patch is a 
distinctive marking. Females and im¬ 
mature birds exhibit duller coloration 
overall. 

These birds winter in Central 
American pine-oak forests in the na¬ 
tions of Guatamala, Honduras and 
Nicaragua. 


What’s Happening 

• March 2. The Cape May Bird Ob¬ 
servatory is offering a Backyard Habi¬ 
tat Workshop to inform participants 
how to enhance their landscapes for 
resident, nesting and migrant birds. 
Trees, shrubs and annual plants that 
benefit birds will be discussed and 
illustrated in a slide show, followed by 
a “backyard habitat walk.” Cost is $4 
for members and $6 for non-mem¬ 
bers. To register, contact the Cape May 
Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 3, Cape 
May Point, New Jersey 08212; (609) 
884-2736. 

• March 15-17. The third annual 
“Wings Over The Platte" celebration 
will be held in Grand Island, Nebraska, 
to inform people about the unique 
environment of the Platte River. Wild¬ 
life workshops and presentations, 
guided tours of the Platte River and 
Rainwater Basin to view migrating 
cranes and waterfowl, an art/photog- 
raphy exhibit and sale and a wildlife 
photography seminar are among the 
scheduled events. For more informa¬ 
tion contact; “Wings Over The Platte,” 
Hall County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, P.O. Box 1486, Grand Island, 
Nebraska 68802; (800) 658-3178. 

• March 16 and 23 The Cape May 
Bird Observatory is offering a “poor 
man’s” pelagic trip to Delaware Bay. 
Sea ducks, loons, gulls, grebes, gannets, 
kittiwakes and other birds may be en¬ 
countered during the two-trip transect 
across the bay on the Cap May ferry. 
Trip costs $8 for members ($10 for 
non-members) plus $8 for round-trip 
ferry fare. To register, contact the Cape 
May Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 3, 
Cape May Point, New Jersey 08212; 
(609) 884-2736. 


The Birdwalker 


Provides 
comfort & 
support for 
extended 
walking on 
all terrain 



Russell "Birdwalker" Chukka 


' Custom fitted to vour foot. 

Comfortable moccasin construction cradles your foot in 
two layers of tough, yet soft, pliable leather. 

Waterproof. Bounces back from rough wear & soakings. 
Available in tan, chocolate, reddish brown or black/ men's 
and womens. 



285 S.W. Franklin St., Dept. WB, Berlin, Wl 54923 
414-361-2252 


Watch for 

the NEW 
WildBird 
Emporium! 



C fiickadee 

Nature Store 

Field Guide for the U.S. 

& the World 

Optics, Recordings, Checklists 
1330-L Wirt 
Houston, TX 77055 
(713) 956-2670 

Send $1.00 for catalog (refundable on 1st order) 


COSTA RICA! 


^ Enjoy birding, hiking or just 
relaxing in 500 acres of lush 
rainforest and butterfly gardens 
along the Sarapiqui River. 

^ Excellent accomodations with 
private bath and a friendly, 
knowlegeable staff. 

For more information call:/t^ Wk 
1-800-4S1-711I WB /CC ^ 

Selva Verde Lodge 
3540 N.W. 13 th Street \ ^ 

Gainesville, FL 32609 \ > W 4, 


“WILDLIFE" 

T-SHIRTS and SWEATSHIRTS 

n\ui\r\ef TVdtur45 

Dept, w 

130 N. Main Street 
Waynesville, NC 28786 

Call or Write 
ree Color Catalog^ 

(704)456-3003 T 
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Optic Outfitters 
for Birders 


Binoculars & Spotting Scopes 

Leica, Zeiss, Optolyth, Swarovski 
Swift, Mirador, Leupold, Meade 
Nikon, Bausch & Lotnb, Kowa 
Ouestar, Celestron, Teie Vue 



• Knowledgeabie Staff 

• Fast, Friendly Service 

• Low, Direct Discount Prices 

• 100% Satisfaction Guarantee 
•Complete Line of Tripods 

& Accessories 

Toll Free Order Line (800) 289-1132 

Information & Price List Avsulable 


Truly Useful Software 
for Birdwatchers! 

• AVES creates custom checklists for 
anywhere in the 48 states. 


• AVES displays ranges, habitats, field 
guide page #s, & taxonomy for each 
of 870 species, instantly! 

• AVES stores your birding notes for 
recall by location, species, dates. 

Easy to use. Only $65 

(CA residents add $4.71 sales tax). 

Indicate 5V4 or SVz inch disk size. 

CALL FOR FREE DEMO DISK 


A Satisfaction Guaranteed ft 

Requires IBM™ compatible with 320K RAM and t 
floppy drives or one aVz" floppy drive or a hi 
IBM is a registered trademark of Intematio 
less Machines Corporation. 


ECOSYSTEM Software 


638 El Dorado Ave., Oakland, CA 94611 

, 1-800-345-9111 ext.48 


WildBird Q-and-A 


Migrant Bobwhite? 

C^«On Thursday, November 8, 
1990, my husband called me at work 
to tell me a Northern Bobwhite had 
just landed in our backyard. I laughed, 
knowing that in our state, especially 
northern Nevada, we don’t see bob- 
whites. He insistedit was one, and sure 
enough, when I got home it was still 
feeding in the backyard. My husband 
showed me its picture in a field guide; 

1 was amazed at his birding skills. It 
was a male Northern Bobwhite. He 
stuck around for about four hours, 
then flew off into the sunset. Do bob- 
whites migrate? And if so, where is 
their migratory path? 

Debbie Stickles 
Sparks, Nevada 

• No, Northem Bobwhites do not 
migrate. They are permanent residents 
of their range, which is limited to the 
eastern two-thirds of the U.S. How¬ 
ever, some populations have been in¬ 
troduced in the Northwest, specifi¬ 
cally Washington. 

The bird you saw was most likely a 
pen-reared bird that was released or 
escaped. Someone in the area is 
probably raising bobwhites; they are 
usually readily available from animal 
dealers who specialize in raising game 
birds. 

Eliminating The Mess 

1 live in a row home in Mary¬ 
land that has a small cement backyard. 
My bird feeder is responsible for a 
large amount of seed hulls being dis¬ 
persed throughout many yards. Al¬ 
though no one has complained yet, I 
am wondering if there is a product on 
the market that would limit or even 
eliminate this problem? 

Ellen Worthing 
Baltimore, Maryland 

You may want to switch to 
hulled sunflower seeds, also known on 


the market as sunflower chips. Hulled 
seed is a bit more expensive than 
sunflower seeds in the hull, however 
there is much less waste, and that’s 
what you’re after. Plus, virtually every 
bird that comes to your feeders will eat 
sunflower seeds if they are hulled. Ask 
for sunflower chips where you buy 
your seed or check some of the ads in 
WildBird. 

Ruff Takeoff? 

• I enjoy WildBird very much and 
read it thoroughly every month. In the 
December issue, mention was made 
that Ruffed Grouse produces its drum¬ 
ming sound by beating its wings rap¬ 
idly in the air. How does the bird keep 
form becoming airborne? Does he an¬ 
chor himself securely with his feet or 
does he have some other method of 
remaining on the drumming log? 

A1 Bonnevie 

Freedom, New Hampshire 

A drumming Ruffed Grouse 
does indeed grasp the drumming log 
firmly with its feet. It also braces its tail 
against the log to strengthen its grip 
and to help maintain its balance. 

Also, the actual movement of the 
wings reduces the likelihood that a 
grouse might take off while drumming. 
High speed photography reveals that 
the movement of the wings during 
drumming is simultaneously forward, 
upward and inward. If a grouse let go 
while drumming, it might topple for¬ 
ward, but it probably wouldn’t take 
flight. 

Caching Magpies 

I bought some peanuts to feed 
the squirrels last week, but as soon as 
1 put them out the magpies came and 
picked them up, flew off and buried 
them. Is this normal behavior for 
magpies? 

James Breakey 

Spokane, Washington 
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• Tourists visiting western parks 
quickly learn that magpies can easily 
be coaxed to the hand with peanuts. 
Blue Jays, members of the same family 
of bird as miagpies (Corvidae), also 
love peanuts. They collect as many as 
I put out and cache them in the woods 
for later use. Such hoarding and caching 
ing behavior is common among the 
corvids. While we don’t have any in¬ 
formation other about magpies cach¬ 
ing food, other readers may have some 
information to share about their magpie 
feeding experiences. 

Mitey Martins 

I had a discouraging experi¬ 
ence this summer with one of my 
Purple Martin nesting colonies. All the 
nestlings left the house before they 
were able to fly. I tried putting them 
back into their nest compartments, 
but I’d find them back on the ground 
in no time. At night they were easy 
prey for predators that inhabit the area. 

I suspect that mites may have driven 
the nestlings from the house prema¬ 
turely as my hands were always cov¬ 
ered with mites after I handled the 
birds. Would mites cause the martins 
to leave their nest prematurely, or could 
it have been something else? How could 
I have treated the nestlings and house 
to reduce the mite infestation? How 
can I avoid this problem in the future? 
Kathy Calkins-Thompson 
Midlothian, Virginia 

Yes,aheavyinfestationoffeather 
mites might have driven nestling mar¬ 
tins from a house, especially during 
hot weather. Next year try sprinkling a 
small spoonful of sulfur powder in 
each compartment just before the 
martins arrive. This will ease, if not 
eliminate, the problem. Harsher repel¬ 
lents might do more harm than good. 

[2 


If you have a question about birds, 
please send your letter to “WildBird 
Q-and-A,” P.O. Box 6050, 
Mission Viejo, CA 92690. 
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ORDER TODAY - DON'T DELAY 


GiA/S/T BIRD FEEDER 

for 

Professional Users and Viewing Large Numbers of Birds 
-Attract and Hold More Birds— 






Perennial Butterfly Garden 

15 Plants — $12.95 

This garden design features 15 plants 
chosen specifically to attract butterflies. 
Use our layout or add the plants to your borders. Price 
includes shipping charges and instructions for planting and care. 
Send check or money order for $12.95, or call our toll free 
number 800-852-5243 between 8am-5pm with your credit card. 
Our inexpensive started plants have been popular for 20 years! 
tn also send for our FREE color catalog listing over 400 varieties of perennials. 
We will be pleased to hear from you. 

□ Please send Butterfly Garden □ Please send catalog 




7229 Middle Ridge Madison, Ohio 44057 



Portable Seat 


T ake the T-SEAT - a comfort¬ 
able field seat for observing 
or resting - on a birding trek. 


• LIGHTWEIGHT - 20 ozs. 


• PORTABLE - folds flat and clips 
to a belt 


• HIGH-IMPACT PLASTIC 


• 4 COLORS - green, black, orange, 
and ivory 


• $12.50 (plus postage) 


TO ORDER, contact: PRIDE 
PLASTICS, INC. 575 Glaspie, Oxford, 
MI 48051, (313) 628-2627. 
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The rising sun 
illuminates flocks of 
Sandhill Cranes 
roosting in the 
shallow waters of the 
Platte River. 

Photo: Thomas D. Mangelsen 


I n the heart of the Central Flyway lies a 
broad, braided river called the Platte and 
a region of scattered wetlands known 
collectively as the Rainwater Basin. Here, in 
central Nebraska, the hourglass route of the 
Central Flyway narrows, funneling millions of 
waterfowl, cranes, shorebirds and other spe¬ 
cies from throughout the Western Hemisphere 
into the Platte River Valley and the Rainwater 
Basin. 

Each spring, beginning in late February, one 
of the most spectacular congregations of mi¬ 
gratory birds found on Earth converges here. 
The world’s largest concentration of cranes— 
one-half million Sandhill Cranes—stops here 
every spring. In addition, nearly 10 million 
ducks and geese pause along the Platte and 
adjacent Rainwater Basins from late February 
to early April. 

The Platte River bisects Nebraska and pro¬ 
vides a mosaic of shallow water, sandbars, 
riverine woodlands and wet meadows as it 











Birder’s Guide To The 

Platte River And 
Rainwater Basin Of 
Nebraska 

Celebrate Spring With The Birds Of The Central Flyway 

by GARY LINGLE 





meanders through native prairie grasslands 
and croplands in the heart of America. 

Millions of migrant birds pause to feed in the 
wet meadows and com fields in preparation for 
their journey to northern nesting areas. During 
their spring stop, the birds feed voraciously on 
waste grain, earthworms and other nutritious 
local foods to build up fat reserves critical for 
their northward journeys and the rigors of the 
nesting season. 

The Sandhill Cranes are the most obvious 
spring migrants along the Platte River. Huge 
flocks of cranes seem to be continuously in 
sight throughout the day between Kearney and 
Grand Island, Nebraska, and their Pleistocene 
calls fill the air like the wind. 

The cranes roost in shallow water that covers 
submerged sandbars in the Platte River. For a 
unique experience, schedule a morning or 
evening outing to one of the blinds set up 
especially for viewing the spectacular exodus 
from the roost at dawn and their return at dusk. 
The Audubon Society and the Platte River 
Whooping Crane Maintenance Trast both 
sponsor tours to riverside blinds. You should 
make reservations as early in January as pos¬ 
sible to make sure space is available when you 
visit the area. 

A drive along almost any county road near 
the Platte will yield opportunities to watch 
Sandhills. Three subspecies are common—the 
Lesser, Canadian and Greater races can be 
distinguished by comparing size, height and 
bill length. The arctic-nesting Lessers are 
smallest, followed by the intermediate-sized 
Canadians and the four-foot tall Greaters. 

Canada Geese and Mallards may mix in with 
some crane flocks. Keep an eye open for Bald 
Eagles perched along the cottonwood trees 
lining the river. Western Meadowlarks will be 
active almost everywhere you venture, adding 
their distinctive melody to the grand scene. 

Nebraska hosts the largest population of 
Greater Prairie Chickens remaining in North 
America. Although these distinctive grouse are 
not common, there are a few scattered flocks in 
the area. Booming activities reach their peaks 
in April and early May. Contact the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission if you are inter¬ 
ested in viewing “chickens” or Sharp-tailed 
Grouse from one of blinds that have been 
placed on local leks. 

While driving the back roads from the Platte 
to the Rainwater Basin, watch for migrating 
birds of prey. Red-tailed Hawks are plentiful 
and astute observers may spot an occasional 
Prairie Falcon or Ferruginous Hawk. Watch for 
Harris’ Sparrows in brushy areas along the 
roadsides or farmsteads. 

Rainwater Basin wetlands are encountered 



Photo: Gary tingle 


between five and 15 miles south of the Platte 
River, and the region extends southward to 
within about 10 miles of the Kansas border. The 
basin is an extensive area that encompasses 
parts of seven counties. With no maj or drainages 
in the area, most wetlands are formed in 
windblown depressions in the flat landscape. 
Water is trapped by the clay-dominated soil that 
forms a seal in the wetland basins. 

T he Rainwater Basin is best known for its 
concentrations of Greater White- 
fronted Geese and Snow Geese. Goose 
numbers peak during the first three weeks in 
March, and huge concentrations of many ducks 
can also be observed whenever open water is 
present. Some of the best wetlands to observe 
waterfowl are Harvard Marsh, Pintail Marsh, 
Massie Lagoon and Funk Lagoon. Excellent 
maps and a bird checklist are available from the 
Kearney Wetlands Office. 

Avid waterfowlers will marvel at the size 
variation of the several races of Canada Geese 
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Over 500,000 
Sandhill Cranes 
concentrate along the 
Platte River each 
March. 


Huge flocks of Snow 
Geese and other 
waterfowl can be 
observed in the 
Rainwater Basin 
during spring and 
fall migrations. 


Photo: Kathy Watkins 















that may be observed in common flocks. 
Canadas also commonly join White-fronts in 
mixed spring flocks, and blue phase Snow 
Geese are abundantly mixed with flocks of 
“whites.” Search the flocks of Snow Geese for 
the smaller Ross’ Geese that are sometimes 
found with the Snows but are seldom reported. 

At the peak of the migration, over one mil¬ 
lion Snow Geese may be found in the area at 
one time, with 200,000 Greater White-fronted 
Geese and a quarter-million Canada Geese. 
Some isolated wetlands may hold 150,000 
geese, providing an exceptional sight. 

Ducks are even more plentiful, with between 
three and five million birds congregating here. 
Courtship flights of Northern Pintails offer 
spectacular displays with several drakes chas¬ 
ing a lone hen. Flocks of many species of ducks 
can be seen in full nuptial plumage in the 
scattered wetlands, including Mallards, 
Northern Pintails, Blue-winged Teal, Northern 
Shovelers, Lesser Scaup, Redheads and Can- 
vasbacks. 

You may also catch a glimpse of a Bald or 
Golden eagle in the area, and some lucky 
birders may see both of these magnificent 
species the same day. American Kestrels, 
Northern Harriers and Red-tailed Hawks are 
among the more common raptors encountered 
in the region. 

O ver 300 species of birds have been 
observed in this area; however, in 
March you will do well to find 100 
species. Even in the coldest winter months, 80 
species are present, but the best month in terms 
of “ticks” is May, when over 200 species have 
been recorded. Certainly the spring migration 
period is the most popular time to visit if you 
are interested in seeing the big flocks of birds, 
but for the purist, there are many reasons to 


Additional Information 


Weather Watch 

A word of caution for spring travelers: weather on the Great Plains is 
fickle! March may bring balmy 75 degree days or bitter blizzards with 
wind chills of -70 degrees. Bring appropriate clothing for extremes in 
weather. 

No Trespassing 

Check with landowners to get permission to enter private lands unless 
it is posted otherwise. Always use good judgment and discretion when 
viewing birds, especially large flocks of cranes and waterfowl, so you do 
not disturb them. Overzealous crane-watchers have forced Sandhills to 
abandon roost sites and feeding areas by attempting to get too close. 
There are ample opportunities for everyone to have a delightful visit, and 
you will find the people in the area are very helpful and courteous. 


bird here at other times of the year as well. 

The shorebird migration through the area in 
late April and May, and again in late July and 
August, is an another spectacle to behold. 
Nearly 40 shorebird species have been seen 
here and both the Rainwater Basin and the river 
offer good viewing opportunities when water 
conditions are favorable. 

Birding is not finished when the migrants 
leave. Located in the heart of the Great Plains, 
where east meets west, a wealth of breeding 
birds can be seen here during the nesting 
season. Over 150 species of birds nest in the 
surrounding grassland, woodland, wetland and 
agricultural habitats. 

Bell’s Vireos nest on the willow islands in the 
Platte, as do Willow Flycatchers. Black-headed 
Grosbeaks nest in the young cottonwood for¬ 
ests, and Sedge Wrens nest in the wet meadow 
areas bordering the Platte in August. 

Burrowing Owls can be found locally, nest¬ 
ing in burrows in black-tailed prairie dog towns; 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds and Great-tailed 
Grackles nest in the cattails at Funk Lagoon and 
other wetlands; Swainson’s Hawks nest in 
shelter belts throughout the area as well. 

Both Western and Eastern kingbirds can be 
seen perched along roadside fences, while 
Bobolinks, Lark Buntings and American 
Goldfinches are common species in the grass¬ 
land and farmland mix—alfalfa fields offer 
cover for many plains species. In addition, 
most ducks that migrate through the area are 
also represented as nesting species in the 
Rainwater Basin. 

Eall migration pales somewhat compared to 
spring, but concentrations of waterfowl and 
other birds can be expected, especially in the 
Rainwater Basin. October probably has the 
most migratory activity, but many birds will 
linger in the area until freeze-up, which usually 
takes place in mid-November, You can expect 
to see most of the same species observed during 
spring migration. 

Winter birding is not exceptional in central 
Nebraska. The wetlands of the Rainwater Basin 
are frozen, as is most of the Platte River. The 
country roads host flocks of Homed Larks and 
Snow Buntings. Great Homed Owls hunt the 
woodlands of the Platte and farm shelter belts. 
Bald Eagles are regular winter visitors along the 
Platte, especially near the town of Lexington, 
where there is a power plant that releases warm 
water that keeps the water open year-round. 

Endangered species gravitate to the area. The 
endangered Least Tern and the threatened 
Piping Plover nest on the exposed sandbars in 
the Platte River from May to early August. 
These birds can readily be seen from certain 
bridges over the Platte, including the Highway 
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34 bridge east of Grand Island, and the Alda 
and Kearney bridges. 

Peregrine Falcons migrate through the area 
and provide an exciting display to anyone 
lucky enough to see one stoop on a flock of 
shorebirds, to separate sick or injured prey 
from healthy birds. 

Whooping Cranes migrate through the area 
each spring and fall. Although some Whoopers 
are sighted on or near the Platte during most 
migration flights, usually during April or from 
mid-October to mid-November, the chances of 
seeing the great white cranes during migration 
are very slim. 

Even rarer, an Eskimo Curlew was reported 
in a wet meadow near the Platte River south of 
Grand Island in April 1987. This area was 
famous for Eskimo Curlew flights at the end of 
the last century, when market hunters filled 
their wagons with curlews destined for Eastern 
markets. This species was once feared extinct, 
but isolated sightings of these rare shorebirds 
have been made each decade along their mi¬ 
gration route. 

Perhaps it is fitting that there are some rare 
birds that visit this bountiful birdland .For with 
the abundance and diversity of birds that can 
be seen in south-central Nebraska, people get 
the impression that there is no end to the 
number of birds that inhabit this region through 
the seasons. The Eskimo Curlew and Whooping 
Crane remind us to treasure this land and the 
abundant birds that attract people from 
throughout North America and abroad. 

Noted naturalist Roger Tory Peterson con¬ 
siders this region among his 12 favorite birding 
spots in North America, and well it should he. 
A visit to the Platte in March is a must for 
anyone with even a remote interest in birds or 
nature. The sight and sounds 
of a quarter-million 
birds excites the 
senses and rejuvenates 
the spirit like 
nothing 
else can. 



Gary Lingle is an Ecologist and Habitat Manager for the 
Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust in Grand 
Island, Nebraska. 


Local Contacts 

For more information about birding in the Platte River-Rainwater Basin 
area, contact the following agencies. 

The Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust, 2550 N. Diers 
Avenue, Suite H, Grand Island. Nebraska 68803. Telephone: (308) 384- 
4633; FAX: (308) 384-4634. 

The Trust sponsors crane tours from March 5 to April 7 by reservation. 
Their book, Migratory Bird Habitat on the Platte and North Platte Rivers, 
Nebraska, may be purchased for $11 postpaid. 

National Audubon Society’s Rowe Sanctuary, Route 2, Box 146, 
Gibbon, Nebraska 68840; (308) 468-5282. 

Guided crane tours are available by reservation on this sanctuary 
located on the Platte River. 

Kearney Wetlands Office, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 1686, 
Kearney, Nebraska 68848; (308) 236-5015. 

This office manages over 18,000 acres on 43 sites within the Rainwater 
Basins. County maps showing these areas and a checklist of the birds of 
the Rainwater Basins are available free of charge. 

Nebraska Game & Parks Commission, P.O. Box 30370, Lincoln, 
Nebraska 68503; (402) 464-0641. 

This state agency has several informative brochures available free of 
charge. For information about public lands and state campgrounds in the 
area ask for the following publications: “Nebraska State Parks," “Public 
Hunting Lands,” and “Your Wildlife Lands, the Platte Valley." Birds of 
Nebraska is also available for $6.00 postpaid (be sure to request a 
checklist with your order). 

Prairie/Plains Resource Institute, 1219 16th Street, Aurora, Nebraska 
68818; (402) 694-3307. 

The Institute sponsors free guided tours to Bader Park on the Platte 
River. They have also published an interpretive guide to the natural 
history of the area entitled Microcosm of the Piatte, a Guide to Bader 
Memorial Park Natural Area, which is available for $10 postpaid. 

Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, W436 Nebraska Hall, University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska 68588. Telephone: (402) 472-6606. 

This state ornithological society publishes a quarterly journal The 
Nebraska Bird Review and a bi-monthly newsletter. A copy of A revised 
iist of the birds of Nebraska and adjacent Piains States is available from 
the Librarian for $9.00 postpaid. They also sell field checklists of Ne¬ 
braska birds that list 325 species (three checklists for 50 cents). 

Buffalo County Convention and Visitors Bureau, P.O. Box 607, 

Kearney, Nebraska 68848; (800) 652-9435 or (308) 237-3101. 

This agency offers a free copy of the “Crane Watch” brochure and 
information regarding the Audubon River Conference, which has a map of 
the best roads to view cranes and other migratory birds. 

Hall County Convention and Visitors Bureau, P.O. Box 607, Grand 
Island, Nebraska 68802; (800) 247-6167 or (308) 382-9210. 

This bureau provides similar information as the Buffalo County bureau 
for the Grand Island area. They also have information on the “Wings Over 
the Platte” celebration. 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 203 W. 2nd Street, Grand Island, Ne¬ 
braska 68801. Telephone: (308) 381 -5571. 

General information regarding public lands and endangered species of 
Nebraska can be obtained here. 
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Photo File 


Announcing The Third Annual WildBird Photo Contest! 



T he editors of WildBird Magazine 
hereby announce the 1991 
WildBird Photo Contest! Here is your 
chance to show your best photography 
to fellow birders from across North 
America! 

Photography is an important, enjoy¬ 
able, fulfilling part of birding, and we 
encourage readers to send in their best 
photographs for judging. 

There are six categories for entries 
including Open, Flight, Backyard, Rare, 
Hard-to-get and Humor. The rules for 
each category are explained in detail 
below. 

First, second or third place winners 
will be selected from each category. 
Each winner will receive a cash prize: 
$100 for first place, $50 for second 
place and $25 for third. 

All winning photographs will be 
published in the annual “Contest 
Winners’ Portfolio,” featured in the 
October 1991 issue of WildBird. In 
addition, the first place winner in the 
Open Category will grace the cover of 
the October 1991 issue, and the win¬ 
ner of the Flight Category will be fea¬ 
tured on the “Flying Free” page. 

The WildBird Photo Contest is very 
competitive. We received 825 entries 
for last year’s contest, but only 18 
photographs won awards. It may be 
helpful to review the 1990 “Contest 
Winners’ Portfolio” in the October is¬ 
sue to see the quality of the images that 
were selected as winners. 

Be a judicious editor when selecting 
your entries to the contest. Look for 
sharpness and clarity of the image; 
look for well-defined lines and sharp- 
focused eyes. Pay special attention to 
the details of lighting, as lighting pro¬ 
vides the prime ingredient of color in 
your photographs. 

Select photos that offer a special 
quality that captures the essence of 
birdlife, either through behavior, mo¬ 
tion or color. These ingredients will 
help to sway the judges in their selec¬ 
tion of award winners. If you are still 
trying to capture that elusive award¬ 
winning photograph, set your camera 
sights high and focus on first place. 


Photo: Peter Urbanski 

To enter the Third Annual WildBird 
Photo Contest, just follow the contest 
rules carefully and send in your entries 
by May 15, 1991. Good luck from the 
editors and staff of WildBird! 

CONTEST RULES 

1. This contest is open to all amateur 
and professional photographers, ex¬ 
cept employees of Fancy Publications 


Be judicious when selecting your 
entries; this beautiful photograph 
won third place in 1990. 


and their relatives. 

2. Only photographs of bird species 
found in the 50 United States and 
Canada will be accepted. 

3. Birds must be alive and living in 
the wild. Studio portraits and photo- 
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When you’re between 
a rock and a 
hard place... 

.. .or in a swamp or on a dune, you’re on 
solid ground with the Slik “AutoFast” 

Tripod. The unique single action “pistol grip” 
positions the head to any angle faster than any 
othertripod — fast enough to keep pace with 
autofocus SLR cameras. And it goes from 
631/2" high to “ground zero” low—fast too. 

Speed release leg locks, built-in level and 
panorama guide, rubber leg tips, retract¬ 
able spikes and lightweight Slikalloy alu¬ 
minum all make it the one tripod to take 
anywhere. Because it’s the one tripod 
thatcantakeit. 


Individual leg 
angle adjustment 
for low angle or 
irregular terrain. 

Call or write Dept. WB for brochure 

SLIK' 

TRIPODS 

SLIK AMERICA INC. 


8 BIRDS OF THE BACKYARD - A Video Tb Give Endless Pleasure 

George Harrison’s Birds of the Backyard is truly a dual purpose video cassette which achieves 
new levels (rf excellence in nature programming. 

• Helps identift’ birds and songs. • Close up photography. 

• Designed to view again and again. • Vivid colours. 

• Slow motion shots. • How to attract the greatest variety to the backyard. 





AC Suggested Plus $3.50 Shipping & Har 
^ A 9 Retail N.Y. add Sales tk 

HEyelevel Videos Inc. 


M.O. 


2-Piece Purple Martin Gourds and Pole Kits 


3 rid of thousands of mosquitoes and other insects daily. Gourds 
are the preferred Martin Nest. Swinging action and lack of perch 
or porch keeps most birds away. Natural almond color gourds are 
made of high impact plastic, with removable backs for easy cleaning. 
Made in USA • 3 yr. Guarantee 

6 Gourds and 16' pole kit $76.50 

12 Gourds and 16' pole kit $119.50 

6 Gourds only. $38.50 

16' Aluminum pole kit for 6 Gourds .$42.50 

16' Aluminum pole kit for 12 Gourds.$49.50 

Shipping & handling each..$4.50 

Visa and Mastercard (orders only), call 1 -800-356-2062. 
Send money order, check and inquiries to: 

Carroll Industries, P.O. Box 577, Dept. WB, Madison, MS 39130 

Resorts, municipalities,and parksreceivequantitydiscounts. Dealerinquirieswelcome. 



graphs of captive birds will not be 
accepted for competition. 

4. Only color photographs will be 
judged. No black-and-white photo¬ 
graphs will be accepted. 

5. Each contestant may enter up to 
three photographs per category. 

6. Each entry must be submitted 
separately—one entry per envelope. 
Please write the category of the photo¬ 
graph on the front of the envelope in 
the lower left comer. 

7. Each photo entry must be accom¬ 
panied by a separate, completed entry 
form. Photocopies of the entry form 
are acceptable if you wish to enter 
more than one photo in the contest. 

8. Each entry must be accompanied 
by a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
if contestants want their entries re¬ 
turned. 

9. No duplicate slides will be ac¬ 
cepted. 

10. Previously published photo¬ 
graphs are ineligible. 

11. Winners will be selected by a 
panel of judges selected by the editors 
of WildBird. 

12. All entries must be postmarked 
no later than May 15, 1991. 

Open Category 

1. The Open Category will feature a 
portrait of a single bird. 

2. Because the first place winner will 
be featured on the WildBird cover, 
only vertical color slides (transparen¬ 
cies) will be accepted for first place. 
Horizontal slides will be considered 
for second and third place awards. 



First Place, Flight Category, 1990. 
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3. Color slides must be in the 35mm 
format; larger format transparencies 
are acceptable. 

4. All photographs must adhere to 
the cover design. The vertical photo’s 
composition must provide room at the 
top and one side for the title block and 
headline banners to be positioned. The 
photo’s background must be unclut- 


photographs of rare birds—^birds that are 
rare in a specific locale. (Last year’s win¬ 
ning photographs documented a Xantus’ 
Hummingbird, a species that had not 
been observed previously in the Untited 
States, one of 20 wild Greater Flamingos 
found in Florida, and a male Hooded 
Warbler feeding cowbird nestlings in 
Wisconsin, which is outside this species’ 



WildBinl 


YES, please send me WildBird 
every month as follows: 

□ 2 YRS. (24 ISSUES) $36 

(Save $24 off the newsstand cost!) 

□ 1 YR. (12 ISSUES) $21.97 
(Save $8 off the newsstand cost!) 


□ Enter my order as □ New □ Renewal Gift to: 
My Name_ Name. 


City/State _ Zip _ City/State _ Zip_ 

□ Payment enclosed □ Bill me (U.S. and Canada only.) 

(Canadian add $4 per year; Foreign add $6 per year. Int'l. money order, please.) 

Allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. 7LC12 


WildBird 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION ORDER CARD 

Share the excitement of your hobby and order your gift subscription TODAY. 
We'ii make sure that your friend receives a gift announcement card in your name 

Please send a 12-issue gift subscription for oniy $21.97 toe 

From: (PleasePrint) Gift To: 

Name_ Name_ 

Address_ Address_ 

City_ City_ 

State/Zip_ State/Zip_ 

(Canada add $4 postage per year; Foreign add $8 per year. International Money Order, please.) 

□ New subscription □ Renewal □ Rayment enclosed □ Bill metusanocanodooniy) 
Please allcsw 8-10 weeks for delivery of first issue 2IjC17 
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Rare Category the picture at any cost” situations. 

1. The Rare Category will emphasize Let the guiding rule of bird photogra- I 


The birds are on the woyl 
Now is the time to put up 
housing for PURPLE MARTINS - 
they need your help! 

"Can eat 2,000^ 
mosquitoes per day" 

Help yourself by helping 
martins — get the house 
)ven beneficiol for the birds. 



Th« Trio-Grandpa TG-12 
Purpio Martin houso 
le Trio-Grandpa TG-12 martin 
$e is the world’s most popular 
:in bouse, for the world’s most 
liar birds. Raises and lowers like 
ig for easy maintenence. 

Made of cool, 
flective aluminum, so 
durable It should last a 
lifetime! 

Has 12 rooms, guard 
rails to protect young 
nestlings, easy open¬ 
ing doors for mainte¬ 
nance, nylon rope 
lanyard, winter door 
stops to keep out 
noxious sparrow 
pests, starling-free in¬ 
teriors and dri-nest 
subfloors. 

Petted for martins and 
their landlords tool 

U Trio purpio martin products are 
through leading hardware and 
ral merchandising chains, out- 
catalogs and lawn and garden 
>rs. For further Information about 
lea's most wanted bird call: 1-800- 
692. 

Nature House 


Nature House makes the best in martin produc 
Designed, tested and built in the USA. 
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When you’re between 
a rock and a 
hard place... 

.. .or in a swamp or on a dune, you’re 
solid ground with the Slik “AutoFast” 

Tripod. The unique single action “pis 
positions the head to any angle fastei 
other tripod—fast enough to keep p; 
autofocus SLR cameras. And it goes 
63 V 2 " high to “ground zero” low—fi 
Speed release leg locks, built-in le\ 
panorama guide, rubber leg tips, retr 
able spikes and lightweight Slikalloy i 
minum all make it the one tripod to te 
anywhere. Because it’s the one tripoi 
that can take it. 

Individual leg 
angle adjustment 
for low angle or 
Irregular terrain. 

Call or write Dept. WB lor brochure 

SL.IK' 

TRIPODS ‘ 

SLIKAMERICAINC. 

3 Westchester Plaza 
Elmsford, NY 10523 
914-347-2223 


graphs of captive birds will not be 
accepted for competition. 

4. Only color photographs will be 
judged. No black-and-white photo¬ 
graphs will be accepted. 

5. Each contestant may enter up to 
three photographs per category. 

6. Each entry must be submitted 
separately—one entry per envelope. 
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3. Color slides must be in the 35mm 
format; larger format transparencies 
are acceptable. 

4. All photographs must adhere to 
the cover design. The vertical photo’s 
composition must provide room at the 
top and one side for the title block and 
headline banners to be positioned. The 
photo’s background must be unclut¬ 
tered and free of distracting vegetation, 
background objects and other distrac¬ 
tions. Refer to 1990-91 WildBird cov¬ 
ers as guides for the design require¬ 
ments of cover photographs. 

5. Photographs will also be judged 
for image sharpness, composition, 
color and a dynamic rendering of the 
life force of the bird. 

Flight Category 

1. The Flight Category will be lim¬ 
ited to photographs of a bird or birds 
in flight. The first place photograph 
will be featured on the October 1991 
“Flying Free” page. 

2. Color slides or prints will be ac¬ 
cepted. 

3. Vertical photographs will be pre¬ 
ferred for the Flying Free page. 

4. Photographs will be judged for 
capturing the essence of bird flight and 
movement. Clarity will be judged, but 
it will be of secondary importance to 
flight and motion considerations. 

Optional. Photographers may pro¬ 
vide a suitable “Flying Free" quote to 
accompany their photograph (quotes 
will not influence judging). 

Backyard Category 

1. The Backyard Category is designed 
to celebrate the interactions of birds 
and humans. Photographs must show 
the bird or birds on or near a bird 
feeder, bird bath, birdhouse or other 
man-made structure typically associ¬ 
ated with backyard bird observations. 

2. Photographs must be taken in a 
yard. Photographs taken at wildlife 
refuges, parks, sanctuaries, commer¬ 
cial lodges and other locales will not be 
eligible. 

3. Color slides or prints will be ac¬ 
cepted. 

4. Image sharpness, composition and 
the interaction of the bird or birds with 
backyard bird structures will be judged. 

Rare Category 

1. The Rare Category will emphasize 


photographs of rare birds—birds that are 
rare in a specific locale. (Last year’s win¬ 
ning photographs documented a Xantus’ 
Hummingbird, a species that had not 
been observed previously in the Untited 
States, one of 20 wild Greater Flamingos 
found in Florida, and a male Hooded 
Warbler feeding cowbird nestlings in 
Wisconsin, which is outside this species’ 
breeding range.) 

2. Color slides or prints only. 

3. Image quality and composition will 
be judged, but these qualities will be 
secondary to tbe rarity of the bird or birds 
photographed. 

4. An explanation of why this photo¬ 
graph fits into the Rare Category should 
be written on the accompanying entry 
form. 

Hard-To-Get Category 

1. The Hard-To-Get Category is de¬ 
signed for photographers who have gone 
to extra effort to get a super photograph 
of a bird or birds. (Last year’s winning 
photographs were taken after spending 
an extended period of time in a blind to 
record dynamic behavior, required careful 
setup of a remote camera and lighting 
equipment or required suspending a pre¬ 
focused, tripod-mounted camera over a 
cliff face.) 

2. The effort required to take the 
photograph will be a primary consider¬ 
ation along with the image sharpness and 
composition. 

3. Color slides or prints will be ac¬ 
cepted. 

Humor Category 

1. As before, anything goes in the 
Humor Category, as long as the subject 
matter is a wild bird or birds and the 
photograph is a quality image. 

2. Color slides and prints will be con¬ 
sidered. 

3. As an option, you may want to 
include a humorous caption with your 
photograph to help convey the humor. 

4. Entries will be judged on whether 
they make other birders laugh. 

Photo Ethics 

The editors of WildBird Magazine sup¬ 
port the concept of conservation ethics in 
bird photography. This contest is in¬ 
tended to be a challenging and enjoyable 
pursuit, but it should not produce “get 
the picture at any cost” situations. 

Let the guiding rule of bird photogra- 


The birds are on the wayl 
Now is the time to put up 
housing for PURPLE MARTiNS - 
they need your help! 



mosquitoes per day" 

Help yourself by helping 
martins — get the house 
proven beneficial for the birds. 



The Trio-Grandpa TG-12 
Purpio Martin house 


The Trio-Grandpa TG-12 martin 
house is the world’s most popular 
martin house, for the world’s most 
popular birds. Raises and lowers like 
a flag for easy maintenence. 

Made of cool, re¬ 
ly flective aluminum, so 

II durable It should last a 

// lifetime! 

II Has 12 rooms, guard 

-rails to protect young 

nestlings, easy open- 
»ing doors for mainte- 
nance, nylon rope 
jl lanyard, winter door 

m stops to keep out 

//I noxious sparrow 

jV I pests, starling-free in- 

I teriors and dri-nest 

/ 4 subfloors. 

/ Perfect for martins and 

r their landlords tool 

t! Trio purpio martin products are 
sold through leading hardware and 
general merchandising chains, out¬ 
door catalogs and lawn and garden 
centers. For further Information about 
America's most wanted bird call; 1-800- 
255-2692. 

Nature House 

Nature House makes the best in martin products. 
Designed, tested and built in the USA we 


WildBird / March 1991 21 















WINNING PHOTO CONTESTS 

New handbook contains 
prize winning photos & 
compiete information on 
how to enter and win 
photo contests world¬ 
wide. Comprehensive 
directory. 

S $14.95 Postpaid 



ARCHIVAL 

SLIDE 

PAGES 

100 Top Loading Pages 
3S mm-holds 20 2x2 
mounted slides. 

$19.95 + $2. shipping 



■ Fits Desktop, Countertop, Breifcase ■ Weight 4 lbs. 

• I) 1/2- X 8" Viewing Surface ■ 5000'K Color Corrected 

■ 3 Positions - Flat, Inclined or Hung on Wall 

Dept. WB 

Send a Postaud for free Catalog 

MCA/ISA call 800-367-4854 
or 212-243-2306 

CSOULD TRADING 

22 East 17th St. • New York, N.Y 10003 




Home & Bath 
For Your 
Feathered 
Friends 

Now’s the 
prepare (or 
building and 
feather-flying. 

Choose from 
large variety of bird 
houses, bird baths, 
books, feeders, 
squirrel baffles, and 
many gift items. 

Send for your free< 
color copy, or call 
1-800-782-3300 
OLD ELM FEED < 

& SUPPLIES, $16.95 

Box 825 Rustic Bark 

Elm Grove. W1 Bird House 

53122. ,- 

(Dealer the Ultlini 

inquiries Bird Bat 

welcome) bteakage- 

$44.' 

Feed & Supplies Prices shown 

_4 Include freight. 



phy be: First, do no harm—the welfare 
of the birds should be primary. Unless 
you can photograph these beautiful 
creatures without disturbing their 
natural life-cycle, please pass the shot 
up and take a different approach. 

You can derive great pleasure by 
sharing moments with birds, captur¬ 
ing selected moments on film and leav¬ 


ing without disturbing the feeding, 
nesting or daily behavior of the birds 
you photograph. 

Best wishes as you enter the field or 
your backyard with camera and lens in 
hand, to record some of nature’s most 
inspiring residents—^wild birds. Have 
fun and good luck! Q 


OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 

1991 WildBird Photo Contest 

(Each photograph must be accompanied by a separate entry form. 
Photocopies of this form will be accepted.) 

CATEGORY 


□ 

Open 

Q Flight 

□ 

Backyard 

□ 

Rare 

□ Hard-To-Get 

□ 

Humor 


BIRD SPECIES _ 

PHOTOGRAPHY LOCATION _ 

PHOTO STATISTICS 

Camera (brand and model) ___— 

Lens (brand and focal length mm) ___ 

Film (brand and ASA)_ 

Shutter Speed/Aperture___ 

NAME--- 

ADDRESS_—- 

CITY_ STATE _ ZIP_ 

TELEPHONE___ 

I certify that 1 took this photograph and that it has not been published previously 
in any other commercial publication. I understand that this entry will not be 
returned unless it is accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Signature ___ 

Fill in this form completely and send it with your photo entry to: 

WildBird Magazine—1991 PHOTO CONTEST 
P.O. Box 6050 
Mission Viejo, CA 92690 

Entries must be postmarked on or before May 15, 1991. 
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Birder’s Quiz 


North American Plovers 


by JOHN PEPIN and JON 
FISHER 


Plovers are shorebirds that often 
associate with sandpipers and are 
known for their “start and stop” run- 
ningbehavior. How much do you know 
about the family Chamdriidael 

1. Although most plovers are migra¬ 
tory, this species may be found 
throughout most of the southern 
United States year-round. 

A. Killdeer 

B. Snowy Plover 

C. Mountain Plover 

D. All of the above 

2. Which plover species nests only in 
high alpine meadows? 

A. Wilson’s Plover 

B. Pacific Golden Plover 

C. Mountain Plover 

D. None of the above 

3. The American Golden Plover and 
Pacific Golden Plover can be distin¬ 
guished from Black-bellied Plovers by: 

A. Wing and tail patterns 

B. Size 

C. Pale leg coloration 

D. None of the above 

4. During certain times of the year, 
Killdeers may supplement their regu¬ 
lar diet with which foods? 

A. Fruit 

B. Seeds 

C. Berries 

D. None of the above 


5. Which Eurasian species listed below 
has not been reported nesting in the 
United States? 

A. Eurasian Dotteral 

B. Common Ringed Plover 

C. Mongolian Plover 

D. All of the above 

6. The Piping Plover is currently listed 
as a threatened species due to: 

A. Nest-site destruction 

B. Oil Spills 

C. Nest predation 

D. All of the above 

7. What is the most common feature to 
distinguish between Semipalmated 
Plovers and Common Ringed Plovers 
in the field? 

A. Call 

B. Lack of second dark breast band 

C. Tail color 

D. None of the above 

8. It is not unusual to find this plover 
species nesting on the gravel roofs of 
buildings. 

A. Semipalmated Plover 

B. American Golden Plover 

C. Killdeer 

D. Wilson’s Plover 

9. Which small, pale-backed plovers 
could be observed on the Gulf Coast? 

A. Snowy Plover 

B. Piping Plover 

C. Wilson’s Plover 

D. Semipalmated Plover 

10. This plover regularly migrates from 
Alaska to Chile and back each year. 

A. Mountain Plover 

B. Black-bellied Plover 

C. Wilson’s Plover 

D. All of the above 



Beck’s 



Homes for threatened species of bird or 
bat - Bluebirds, Purple Martins, Wood¬ 
peckers, Owls, and Bats (yes, they need 
our help, too ~ and they eat thousands of 
mosquitoes!). The finest handcrafted 
habitats, correcdy designed, reasonably 
priced. FREE CATALOG. We ship 
anywhere in 48 hours! Dealers welcome. 
Coveside Conservation Products 
j- Five Islands, ME 04548 A 
ik.f 1-800-326-2807 JK 


The Plant Lover's 
V. Catalogue 


W ,l\ The Spring 1991 edit 
Vj / has 128 glorious C( 
5 . j; 4 pages of Perennials, Shn 


edition 
color 

,5 M-* * - - Shrubs, 

and Biilbs. More than 700 varieties 
100 of them new. Many exclusively ours. 
Call (203) 496-9600, ext. 745, or send for 
your free catalogue today. 


White Flower Farm 

Litchfield 17045-Dept.WB'Connectieut 06759-0050 
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Reader Forum 

What kind of feeder do you prefer? 



GROSBEAKS 


To 0 H.dzfL thli, laa^- 
Izt {$5.00) on. {^on. 
Iyi^o on oun. otke.fi 
btfidi tn counted x- 
itttch contact: 

1^ gQj^ 234 W 

NEW LONDON, Wl 54961 
(414)982-7638 



Platform Feeders Praised 

We have used several different types 
of feeders over the years. We now use 
two platform “tray” feeders. We made 
these platforms simply by construct¬ 
ing a frame out of one-inch strips of 
wood with window screen tacked to 
the bottom. We fastened the trays to 
our back deck railing. 

The screen allows rain and moisture 
to pass through tray, but prevents seed 
from falling to the ground. The seed 
that is dropped falls to the deck and the 
ground-feeding birds clean it up. 

We also have two tube finch feeders 
on each comer post of the deck. In the 
summer we also put out hummingbird 
feeders on the deck posts, and in the 
winter we hang suet close to our kitchen 
windows. 

Black-capped Chickadees, Tufted 
Titmice, Purple Finches, goldfinches, 
cardinals, doves. Red-bellied and 
Downy woodpeckers, and occasion¬ 
ally wrens come to the feeders. 

Sandra Mahrenholz 

Evansville, Indiana 

Platform Aficionado 

I use a platform feeder mostly be¬ 
cause I started feeding in winter when 
it is often windy here. The platform 
feeder is very practical, no spilled seed 
or need for re-hanging feeders. The 
feeder is simple to set up, easy to keep 
clean. I use sunflower seeds year-round 
and add some watermelon in summer. 
I use it year-round and the birds it 
attracts provide great pleasure. 

1 have other bird visitors—wrens. 
Red-winged Blackbirds, orioles, war¬ 
blers, grackles and crows—but the 
birds described above are the ones I 
can make a mental tally of while I sit 
and read—I don’t need to see them to 
know they are there. 

Julie Dugan 

Dauphin Island, Alabama 

Feeder Ingenuity 

Our backyard (two fenced-in city 
lots in the middle of a busy, commer¬ 
cial district) is a certified Urban Wild¬ 
life Habitat as well as two-time winner 
in the City of Chicago Garden Contest. 


We’re happy to report that we’ve seen 
23 different birds in our yard. 

In an area where pigeons and spar¬ 
rows are the usual visitors, we have 
Mourning Doves, Ringed Turtle-Doves, 
cardinals. Blue Jays, Purple Finches 
and kestrels. Because we all share the 
same small space, and I believe form 
naturally follows function, we have 
made sure our yard is beautiful and 
easy to maintain, as well as a welcome 
place for the birds. 

I think the best feeder is one that is 
as good for the birder as it is for the 
birds. By that 1 mean one that is beau¬ 
tiful, easy to fill, easy to clean and 
placed where the birdwatcher can see 
it and clean around it with ease. 

We bought a commercial, cedar two- 
bin hopper feeder and modified it sev¬ 
eral ways to provide better access and 
more perching room. We screwed 
horizontal pieces to the sides of the 
feeder and added dowel rods between 
them. 

We glued a few more dowel rods to 
the top of the feeder after we noticed 
the doves sliding off the roof during 
one cold, icy winter. Now they have 
something to grip and there is less fuss 
and flap as the birds vie for position at 
the seed trays. A threaded flange base 
was screwed to the bottom of the feeder 
so it can be mounted on a metal pole 
and removed for repairs and cleaning. 
A small tray was attached to the top to 
hold peanuts for the Blue Jays and the 
occasional handful of niger for the 
Ringed Turtle-Doves that stay 
throughout the summer months. Of 
course, a squirrel guard is absolutely 
essential between the feeder and the 
ground. 

A couple of years ago my husband 
laid a simple circle of bricks around 
the base of the feeder. What was a 
miserable daily chore of raking up 
shells and seed waste, tearing up the 
lawn under the feeder and making 
fertile ground for sprouting sunflower 
seedlings, is now a simple matter of 
using a broom and dustpan. (For years 
we raked seeds, but finally gave up in 
despair and grew sunflowers instead.) 

Our yard is full of wildlife and birds. 


24 WildBird / March 1991 




























and we’ve found ways to feed and 
clean up after them with very little 
effort. My advice is to modify ordinary 
feeders and arrange your environment 
with an eye first to beauty and easy 
maintenance. Birds will eat from just 
about anything, but with a little thought 
and a touch of creative carpentry, 
feeders can be beautiful for everybody. 

Judith Neal and Carl Felson 

Chicago, Illinois 

Homemade Feeders 

I use many types of feeders, all of 
which are homemade from either scrap 
wood or other material that would 
have otherwise ended up in a landfill. 
For example, I have made hanging 
feeders out of PVC pipe. In addition, I 
have fashioned some seed feeders out 
of cola bottles and even a dog pill 
container. I have several cedar stumps 
that I place seed, as well as three rustic 
feeders on posts. 

My two platform feeders have win¬ 
dow screen stretched across them to 
prevent the seed from contacting wet 
wood and getting moldy. I also place 
a long, narrow wooden trough on the 
ground in a flower bed. Sparrows and 
juncos take seed from the trough, which 
keeps the seed from spilling on the 
ground and sprouting. 

For suet, I have a hollow, cylindrical 
piece of dried cactus which contains 
natural holes from which birds can eat. 

I make my own suet mix, pour it into 
a 1 V 2 -inch pipe, allow it to harden in 
the refrigerator and place the suet into 
the open end of the cactus. 

My combination of feeders in our 
suburban habitat attracts as many as 
200 birds at a time in the winter, and 
I’m convinced that you can make a 
bird feeder out of nearly anything! 

Guy Luneau 

Longview, Texas 


This month’s “Reader Forum” 
question is: What is your 
favorite bird story? 

Tell us your favorite backyard or 
birding tale, be it humorous, in¬ 
sightful, exciting or memorable. 
Please send your response to: 
WildBird “Reader Forum,” P.O. 
Box 6050, Mission Viejo, CA 
92690 


Is Your Camera A PAIN 
In The Neck? 

stop the uncomfortable swinging 
and swaying of your camera with 

Look What You Get: CADDY 


•Soft Swede / Leather Neckstrap 
•Quick Release Nylon Buckles 
•Stretchable Body Strap With Quick Release 
•Handy Film Holders 
•Tripod Mount For Body Strap 
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Eastern, Mountain 
and Western 
Bluebirds— 
America’s Feathered 
Treasures 

A Look At Three Of North America’s Most 
Beloved Songbirds 

by DONALD and LILLIAN STOKES 


O nce you have seen a bluebird, it is love at first sight. No other bird in 
North America evokes such strong feelings of endearment and love. 
There are many reasons for our attachment to this species. One is the 
brilliant blue of their feathers—a blue unlike any other in our native birds. To say, 
as Thoreau did, that “the bluebird wears the sky on its back” is actually an 
understatement, for even the clearest fall day does not produce a blue as 
scintillating as that on the backs and wings of our bluebirds. 

Bluebirds are also loved for their tameness. They are not particularly disturbed 
by human presence, and allow you to approach close enough to watch their 
behavior and enjoy their beauty at close range. They also exhibit a charming 
relationship between members of a pair, with the male and the female often 
interacting and calling back and forth; the male brings food to the female and 
watches over her as she builds the nest and incubates the eggs. And, finally, 
bluebirds nest in bird houses, which means that you can attract and appreciate 
them in your own backyard. 


The Three Species 

Wherever you live in North America, you have a good chance of seeing a 
bluebird. One of the three species probably frequents your area, either the Eastern 
Bluebird, Sialia sialis; Mountain Bluebird, Sialia currucoides; or Western Bluebird, 
Sialia mexicana. Bluebirds are members of the thrush family (Turdidae) and their 
genus, Sialia, is unique to North America. 

The three species rarely nest in the same areas. The Eastern Bluebird is the only 
species found throughout the eastern half of N orth America up to the western edge 
of the Great Plains. From there to the West Coast, you can see either the Mountain 
or the Western bluebird depending on the habitat and elevation in the area. 

The Mountain Bluebird is generally found at higher elevations than the Western 
Bluebird, usually above 5000 feet and often in meadows or open rangeland. The 
Western Bluebird usually nests below 5000 feet in open areas along woodland 
edges, farmlands and orchards. 

The Western Bluebird is rarely photographed and is distinguished from its 
eastern counterpart primarily by its darker coloration. 









WildBird / March 1991 27 










The Bluebird Book 

The Complete Guide To 
j Attracting 
Bluebirds 


by Donald and 
Lillian Stokes 

This authoritative, comprehensive 
book is a must for anyone inter¬ 
ested in bluebirds. Written in a 
simple, enjoyable style. The 
Bluebird Book provides insightful 
looks at the three bluebirds. 


beginning with short profiles of each 
species. 

Readers are diverted to information 
on building and monitoring bluebird 
nest boxes and establishing bluebird 
trails, building bluebird feeders and 
attracting bluebirds to feeding stations, 
and landscaping to attract bluebirds, 
before being returned to an extensive 
description of the life history and 
behavior of bluebirds through the 
seasons. 

Photographers from throughout 
North America provided a diverse 
selection of high-quality illustrations for 
this publication. The 84 color photo¬ 
graphs used to illustrate the book are 
spectacular. The photos alone offer a 


pleasurable trip through the book 
without reading a word. 

Useful lists of bluebird publications, I 
videos, birdhouse manufacturers and | 
a bird-product catalog directory are 
also provided in the resource section. I 

The Bluebird Book is a delightful 
publication that is packed with 
information about America’s most 
popular songbirds. It is a welcome 
resource for the birding library, and it I 
should be a popular acquisition for 
any birder’s personal collection. 

Published in 1991 by Little, Brown 
& Company, Boston. Published 
simultaneously in Canada by Little, 
Brown & Company (Canada) Limited, I 
96 pages. $9.95. —Paul M. Konrad 







Male bluebirds are more brightly 
colored than females and are easier to 
identify. The Mountain Bluebird is 
easiest since it is the only bluebird that 
is all blue. The male Western and 
Eastern bluebirds are blue on the back 
and head but red-orange on the breast, 
the difference between them being that 
the male Eastern Bluebird has a red- 
orange chin while that of the Western 
is blue. Also, the Western Bluebird’s 
blue and rust colors are of a darker 
hue. 

Female bluebirds look similar to each 
other. All three have blue wings and 
tails and light blue to brownish-gray 
backs. The female Mountain Bluebird 
is distinguished by her gray breast; the 
other two species have reddish-brown 
breasts. As with their male counter¬ 
parts, the female Eastern Bluebird’s 
reddish-brovra feathers extend from 
the breast to the chin, whereas the 
female Western Bluebird has a gray 
chin. 

Spring Arrival 

Most bluebirds return to their 
breeding grounds in March and April, 
although younger and less-experienced 
birds may show up as late as May and 
June. Bluebirds arrive as lone birds, 
pairs or small flocks. 

Lone birds may scout out an area, 
and if it is suitable, leave and come 
back with a mate. Pairs are usually 
paired from previous years, and if they 
arrive at a good site with a “suitable” 
nest box, they will stay. Small flocks 
wander about peacefully, feeding and 
exploring nesting sites. After about a 
week in the area, they break up into 
separate pairs for breeding. 

Bluebirds may arrive at a breeding 
site well ahead of when they start to 
build the nest, and during these initial 
weeks they leave and return several 
times. This can be a heart-wrenching 
time for a bluebirder trying to attract 
them with nest boxes, because you can 
never quite tell if they are going to stay. 
However, once both the male and fe¬ 
male both enter a nest box several 
times, you can be pretty sure that they 
will try to nest in your birdhouse when 
the time comes. 


Home Turf 

Once a pair of bluebirds has settled 
on an area, they defend a territory 
around the nest site. In this territory, 
they do all the nesting, mating and 
feeding, rarely leaving it during the 
nesting season. 

A territory is usually about three to 
five acres, -with a minimum of two 
acres. The size depends on the avail¬ 
ability of food and the pressure from 
other bluebirds in the vicinity. Terri¬ 
tories are smallest when there is 
abundant food and many bluebirds 
nesting in the area. 

The male defines and defends the 
territory by periodically singing from 
high exposed perches within the ter¬ 
ritory and by circulating about its pe¬ 
rimeter. Males in adjacent territories 
may perch near each other and alter¬ 
nate singing; these singing bouts are 
sometimes referred to as song duels. 

When an intruder arrives, the resi¬ 
dents position themselves between the 
intruder and the nest site, and they 
may even go in and out of the nest box 
or perch on top of it and sing. If the 
intruder does not leave, there is usu¬ 
ally a chase. Once territories are es¬ 
tablished , there is very little interaction 
between pairs on neighboring territo¬ 
ries—each seems to agree on the limits 
of its home turf. 

Courting 

While watching a pair of bluebirds, 
it is hard not to anthropomorphize 
about their behavior—they look so 
charming when perched together, and 
each pair has its own idiosyncrasies. A 
key element of the courtship of blue¬ 
birds is the choice of a suitable nest 
site. 

Usually the male takes the lead by 
flying from box to box in view of the 
female. When he lands at a nest box, he 
clings to the entrance and he may poke 
his head in and out several times, re¬ 
peatedly performing the wing-wave 
display in which one wing is rapidly 
raised and lowered. He may then fly 
back to the female and repeat another 
flight to the nest box. 

In the meantime, the female may be 


I 

B The Eastern Bluebird is the most common and most well-known of the three 
I bluebird species 
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crevices between rocks, niches in river 
banks, the ends of drainpipes, old 
mailboxes, the barrel of a cannon and 
in the old nests of robins. Cliff Swallows 
and Bam Swallows. 

The male may bring bits of material 
to the nest during courtship, but the 
female generally does all of the final 
nest building. A nest can be completed 
in as little as two days, but nest building 
usually takes four or five days. Early in 
the season, nest building can also be 
aborted or interrupted for a few days 
with the pair returning to resume their 
task. 

Nests are made of fine grasses, weed 
stalks, pine needles and occasionally 
fine rootlets. They construct a neat cup 
in the center, which is sometimes lined 
with finer grasses and, rarely, with a bit 
of hair or a feather. 


Mountain Bluebirds are common nesting birds in mountainous regions of 
the western United States and Canada. 


exploring nest boxes on her own. When 
she goes to the one that the male has 
selected, he will get more excited and 
may enter the box, as if trying to entice 
her to look inside. It is the female that 
seems to make the final choice. If, for 
some reason, the two do not agree, 
then nest-building may be delayed or 
it may progress slower. 

Once the two are paired, several 
other behaviors are seen. Mate-feeding, 
in which the male gathers food, flies to 
the female and feeds morsels to her 


beak-to-beak, is often observed. In 
addition, the male and female will 
keep in touch with quiet calls and 
wing-waving displays. While the female 
is building the nest, the male will also 
follow her closely on her trips to and 
from the nest box. 

Nest Building 

Bluebirds almost always build their 
nests in tree cavities or nest boxes. 
However, there are many records of 
nests in other locations, including 


Eggs and Nestlings 

After completing the clutch of eggs, 
which are laid one per day, the female 
starts incubation. Clutch size varies by 
species. The Eastern Bluebird averages 
three to five eggs, the Mountain Blue¬ 
bird four to six eggs, and the Western 
Bluebird five to six eggs. In rare cases, 
up to two more eggs may be laid by 
each of the species. 

Occasionally there may be as many 
as 10 eggs in a nest. These “super 
clutches” are most likely the result of 
egg dumping. A “dump nest” is the 
result of a second female la>dng one or 
more eggs in the nest of the resident 
pair. This is a fairly common occurrence 
in bluebirds, and in other species as 
well. Average-size clutches may even 
include one or more “dumped eggs.” 

Only the female incubates the eggs; 
the male brings her food and guards 
the territory. The incubation period 
varies from 12 to 15 days. If the weather 
is cold, or the male does not feed the 
female often enough, she maybe forced 
to leave the nest more than normal and 
incubation may take several days 
longer. 

The young hatch within a day or two 
of each other. Eor the first few days, the 
female broods them to keep them warm 
until their feather growth permits them 
to regulate their own body temperature. 
During this period the male brings 
most of the food to the female, who in 
turn feeds it to the nestlings. 
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After being fed, the young usually 
defecate. Their droppings are sur¬ 
rounded by a thin membrane called a 
fecal sac, which the adults merely eat 
in the early stages. As the nestlings 
grow, the parents carry the sacs from 
the nest and drop them away from the 
nest site. An adult flying from the nest 
with a white blob in its bill is a com¬ 
mon sight at this stage of the breeding 
cycle. This is the fecal sac—^which 
could be considered a diaper service 
for birds. 

During the final days of the nestling 
phase, there is a noticeable difference 
between the species in nest sanitation. 
The Eastern and Western bluebirds 
continue to remove fecal sacs right up 
until the young fledge, keeping the 
nest absolutely clean. However, the 
Mountain Bluebird stops removing 
fecal sacs about a day before the young 
fledge, so the nest gets quite messy at 
the end. 

Nestling phases also vary with the 
species—for the Eastern Bluebird it 
lasts 16 to 21 days, for the Western 
Bluebird it continues 19 to 22 days, 
and Mountain Bluebirds stay in the 
nest for 19 to 23 days. Once the young 
leave the nest they are called fledglings. 
Although the fledglings have left the 
nest, they are still dependent on the 
parents for food and a certain amount 
of protection. We sometimes jokingly 
refer to fledglings as being “college 
age.” 

The family stays close together 
through the rest of the season and 
sometimes even through fall and 
winter. Occasionally, young from a 
previous brood will help the parents 
feed young from the next brood. This 
behavior is fairly common among 
bluebirds. 

All three species of bluebirds may 
renest after their first nesting attempt, 
and a pair may raise one to three broods 
in a single season. 

Fall and Winter Behavior 

After breeding, bluebirds often form 
flocks that contain several families that 
roam and feed together. As winter 
approaches, bluebirds may migrate 
southward. Each species differs in this 
regard. The Western Bluebird is the 
least migratory, with very little north- 
south migration noted. Instead they 


tend to fly short distances to areas 
where they find abundant winter food; 
this is often an altitudinal migration to 
the milder weather associated with a 
lower elevation. 

In the northern third of their range. 
Eastern Bluebirds migrate south. They 
have no fixed migration routes and 
move mostly in response to the cold 
and lack of food that winter weather 
imposes upon their nesting area. 
However, some individuals will stay in 
the northland all winter. 

The Mountain Bluebird is the most 
migratory of the three species, flying 
south from Alaska and Canada into the 
lower forty-eight states. The majority 
of migrant Mountain Bluebirds over¬ 
winter in the American Southwest. 

Bluebirds, which feed mostly on 
insects in summer, switch over to a 
diet rich in berries in winter. They may 
use cavities or nest boxes as roosting 
sites on particularly cold nights. It is 
not uncommon for two to seven 
bluebirds to roost together. In fact, 
there is one record of 25 bluebirds 
cohabiting one roost site for the night. 

As winter ends, bluebirds start to 
move northward, back to their breeding 
grounds. This is the most exciting time 
for people trying to attract bluebirds to 
their nest boxes. Will the same pairs 
return? Will they use the same nest 
box? How many broods will they raise? 
What fascinating behavior will be ob¬ 
served and enjoyed throughout the 
coming nesting season? 

If you haven’t put out bluebird nest 
boxes to attract bluebirds yet, now is 
the time to start. Once you have blue¬ 
birds nesting near you, you will never 
experience another 
spring without eagerly 
looking forward 
to the return of these 
charming and 
beautiful birds. 


Don and Lillian Stokes are the authors of the 
Stokes Natue Guides series. Their newest pub¬ 
lication, The Bluebird Book: The Complete Guide 
to Attracting Bluebirds, is scheduled for release 
in March 1991 by publishers Little, Brown & 
Company, Boston. This book provides insightful 
information about all three species of bluebirds. 



He^ Our Native 

Bluebirds! 



"The Bluebird: 

How You Can 
Help Its Fight 
For Survival” 

$9.95* ea. or Order the Set 
(1 Bluebird Box, 1 Book) for $18.00*. 


ONE GOOD TERN 

The Backyard Nature Store 

1-800-432-8376 

1710 Fern St., Alexandria, VA 22302 


Feed Your Bluebirds 


Western red cedar 
feeder... just add 
peanut hearts, 
chopped raisins 
and suet 


Wild Bird 

c»o-m»p«a«n»y '^ 

617 Hungerford Drive 
Rockville, MD 20850 

(301) 279-0079 

Open 7 days 




WildBird! March 1991 31 





























On The 

Comehack liail 


North America's Beloved Bluebirds Prosper 
With A Little Help From Their Friends 


by KIM HARRIS, Ph.D. 





T he land is still in winter’s 
grasp, but today is warm, the 
snow is melting, the sky is 
clear and the thought of spring passes 
through my mind for the first time. 
Suddenly spring seems to be nearer 
yet. Perched sprightly on a fence post 
a bird appears that heralds the spring 
like the blast of a dozen triumphant 
trumpets. It carries the azure blue of 
the springtime sky on its back, the rust 
brown of bare earth upon its breast, 
and the white of the snow on its belly. 

To many American Indian tribes, 
the Eastern Bluebird was a vernal sign. 
Eastern Bluebirds are hardy creatures 
that appear when the first warm days 
of early spring return. They seemingly 
sweep a path for spring across March 
skies, pushing winter northward. 

The Eastern Bluebird breeds along 
the Atlantic coast and across the breadth 
of eastern North America as far west as 
Saskatchewan and the Great Plains 
states. Along the natural barrier of the 
Rocky Mountains, the Eastern 
Bluebird’s range overlaps that of its 
Pacific counterpart, the Western Blue¬ 
bird, and its alpine relative, the 
Mountain Bluebird. 

Today, the fate of the bluebirds is of 
special concern to birders and conser¬ 
vationists alike. Eastern Bluebirds have 
declined dramatically—by almost 90 
percent in the past 60 years. The 
populations of Western and Mountain 
bluebirds have also declined. 

Bluebirds, the only members of the 
thrush family to regularly nest in cavi¬ 
ties, were once a common resident of 
appropriate habitat throughout their 
range, even inhabiting parks and the 
outskirts of smaller cities in some ar¬ 
eas. The habitats most preferred by 
bluebirds—meadows, grasslands and 
open woodlands—have been greatly 
reduced by the activities of man. 

Most potential bluebird nesting 
sites—abandoned nest holes of 
woodpeckers, hollows of trees and 
cavities in old wooden fence posts and 
stumps—have also disappeared over 
the years. In addition, European Star¬ 
lings and House Sparrows, both in¬ 
tensely aggressive cavity-nesting birds 


Bluebirds readily use nest boxes 
when natural cavities are not 
available in an area. 


that were introduced into North 
America in the latter part of the 19th 
century, annually take over many of 
the remaining natural nesting sites that 
are available to bluebirds. 

Eortunately, bluebirds can be en¬ 
couraged to nest in suitable birdhouses, 
and in response to their decline, many 
people have singularly and collectively 
come to the aid of bluebirds by placing 
bluebird nesting boxes in suitable ar¬ 
eas. 

You may be interested in starting a 
bluebird project in which you or a 
group of friends place nesting boxes 
along country roads or other suitable 
areas to encourage the birds to breed. 
Dr. T.E. Musselman of Quincy, Illinois, 
is credited with originating this prac¬ 
tice back in the 1930s. Dr. Musselman 
called his series of bluebird nest boxes 
a bluebird trail. 

Bluebirds had almost disappeared 
from his part of the state, and he wanted 
to encourage their return. His experi¬ 
ment began in the spring of 1934 
when he put out 25 birdhouses on 
wooden fence posts in the country. In 
February 1935 he added more houses 
until he had placed a total of 102 
bluebird houses along 43 miles of 
country roads. 

Dr. Musselman’s efforts were re¬ 
warded and he succeeded in re-es- 
tahlishing and increasing the local 
Eastern Bluebird population. He de¬ 
voted the rest of his life to champion¬ 
ing the cause of bluebird conservation. 

Since then, many bluebird trails have 
been built throughout the continent. 
These trails continue to play an instru¬ 
mental role in the comeback of the 
bluebird as bluebird populations have 
increased dramatically wherever trails 
have been set up. 

One of the largest existing bluebird 
trails extends for almost 2000 miles 
through western Canada; it has over 
7000 nest boxes and it has been esti¬ 
mated that the bluebirds using these 
nesting boxes produce an average of 
about 8000 fledglings each year! 

A bluebird trail need not be exten¬ 
sive to be effective, however. A small 
trail consisting of four or five boxes 
arranged around a rural property will 
usually attract a number of bluebird 
pairs. Even a single nest box is likely to 
attract a nesting pair of bluebirds if 
there are bluebirds in the area. Success 
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The North American Bluebird Society 


If you are interested in learning 
more about bluebirds, you may be 
interested in becoming a member of 
the North American Bluebird Society. 
Annual dues range from $15.00 for a 
regular membership to $10.00 for 
students and seniors. As a member, 
you participate in helping to re-es¬ 
tablish and expand the range of 
bluebirds and you receive the most 
up-to-date information about the 
species through the Society’s quarterly 
journal, SIALIA. 

For more information about becom¬ 
ing a member of the North American 
Bluebird Society, how to set up a 
bluebird trail in your area or how to 
obtain more information about blue¬ 


birds in general, write to; 

The North American Bluebird 

Society 

Box 6295 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20916 

Please enclose a self-addressed, ! 
stamped, business-sized envelope. * 
Donations of $1.00 or more are wel¬ 
comed by this non-profit group to help 
offset expenses. 

Another source of bluebird informa¬ 
tion is the book. The Bluebird: How 
You Can Help Its Fight For Survival, by 
Lawrence Zeleny. This book is avail¬ 
able from the Society at a cost of 
$9.95 plus a postage fee of $1.00. 

—K.H. 


is more likely, though, when a number 
of nesting boxes are erected. 

It is best to have the nesting boxes up 
by early February, as some birds may 
begin searching for a nest site in late 
February or early March in southern 
parts of the United States. But when it 
comes down to it, bluebirds may uti¬ 
lize a house set out any time between 
February 1 and July 1. However, it 
may actually take a year or two to get 
bluebirds established in your bird- 
houses, so as with all birdly endeavors, 
be patient. 

Nesting boxes should be placed five 
to six feet above the ground on metal 
or wooden poles. It is best to avoid 
putting bluebird nesting boxes on trees 
or power/telephone poles, as they are 
more likely to be visited by raccoons, 
chipmunks, squirrels, cats, snakes or 
other potential predators. 

You can limit your bluebird nest 
boxes to one per location, or you may 
place two birdhouses 25 feet apart. If 
you have the room, you can also place 
another pair of nest boxes 100 yards 
away. This spacing is imperative to 
facilitate the territorial spacing re¬ 
quirements of nesting pairs. 

The location where you place each 
bluebird house is critical, as you will 
want to choose an area that will provide 
prime bluebird habitat. Place each nest 
box in a sunny location that offers a 
relatively clear flight path to the en¬ 
trance hole. The ideal location is in an 
open area with sparse vegetation or 
short grass and scattered trees. Sub¬ 
urban areas should be avoided. 

Be sure to position the entrance hole 
so it is not exposed in the prevailing 
direction of storms. In most areas, the 
preferred directions are south, south¬ 
east or east. If possible, position the 
opening in the direction of a tree, fence 
or shrub located 25 to 50 feet away; 
this provides a perch for adults. It will 
also provide fledgling bluebirds with a 
landing platform for their maiden 
flights. If erected along roadways, nest 
boxes should face directly away from 
the road. 

A number of other desirable birds 
will also be attracted to nest boxes, but 
if you are trying to attract bluebirds 
specifically, you can limit the compe¬ 
tition with other cavity-nesting birds 
by selecting the site carefully. To avoid 
competition with other cavity-nesting 
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birds,position bluebird houses 100 feet 
or more from dense shrubbery or brush 
(House Wren territory) and woods 
(prime habitat for chickadees, 
nuthatches, flycatchers and Tufted 
Titmice). 

Do not place nesting boxes near 
houses, bams and other outbuildings, 
as House Sparrows frequent buildings 
and will claim the nest boxes for 
themselves. To keep starlings out, keep 
the entrance hole to the nest box one- 
and-one-half inches in diameter or a 
little smaller. A one-and-three-quarter 
inch hole permits starlings to use the 
box. If starlings or sparrows do begin 
to build nests in your bluebird houses, 
simply remove the nest materials as 
the birds accumulate them (this can 
develop into a full-time activity between 
the months of March and July!). 

Your bluebird houses will rarely lack 
a tenant, although residents may not 
always be bluebirds. Desirable hole¬ 
nesting birds such as chickadees, 
nuthatches, titmice, flycatchers, 
woodpeckers. House Wrens and Tree 
Swallows will also nest in bluebird 
houses. Your guest registry will not 
necessarily be limited to birds, either— 
you may get nests of white-footed or 
deer mice as well, especially if you 
attach nest boxes to trees. 

Make sure your birdhouses are as 
predator-proof as possible. Incorpo¬ 
rating a predator guard, such as metal 


sheeting extending from just below 
the nest box down the pole, or using a 
pipe-mounted bluebird house, will 
help deter cats, raccoons, snakes and 
other potential marauders. Hole ex¬ 
tenders also help to keep predators 
out. 

Inspect your bluebird houses at least 
once a week from March 15 through 
August 15 to remove undesirable ten¬ 
ants, to detect predation and to record 
data on nests, eggs and young. Much 
of the fun and many rewards accme 
from these periodic inspections and 
the field notes you record. 

Bluebirds will rarely, if ever, desert 
their nests as a result of careful moni¬ 
toring, so don’t be shy. Before investi¬ 
gating inside, always thump the nest 
box so any adults inside can escape 
without harm. 

The most important reason for fre¬ 
quent monitoring is to prevent the use 
of the nest boxes by unwanted house 
hunters. Another important reason to 
frequently inspect nest boxes is to re¬ 
move used bluebird nests or those of 
other native species from the boxes as 
soon as possible after nestlings have 
fledged. Some bluebirds nest two and 
three times in one season and do not 
use their old nest for subsequent 
broods. So, to make the site more 
attractive and to prevent the birds from 
building a new nest on top of an old 
one, the old nest should be removed. 









when building or purchasing blue¬ 
bird nest boxes, keep in mind that top¬ 
opening boxes are much safer for in¬ 
spection and maintenance. If your 
bluebird boxes are side- or front¬ 
opening, a word of caution: if the 
nestlings are 12 or more days old, you 
may excite them when you open the 
box and cause them to prematurely 
jump or flutter from the nest. Should 
this happen, it is best to quickly replace 
them. 

Wdiether it be one box, five boxes or 
50 boxes, be sure to inspect your 
bluebird houses on a regular basis 
once you put them up. Be prepared to 
provide long-term care; it is far better 
to maintain a trail of five boxes for a 
lifetime than to put up 50 unattended 
boxes. 

Unlike many songbirds that summer 
in North America and winter in Cen¬ 
tral and South America, most blue¬ 
birds endure the winter season within 
the borders of the United States. Con¬ 
sequently, be sure to leave your nest 
boxes out all year. Bluebirds may roost 
inside them to escape the cold, hud¬ 
dling together for warmth. You can 
also help bluebirds survive the winter 
by planting berry-bearing trees, shrubs 
and vines that hold their fruit all winter. 
Some of the best species to plant are 
American holly, staghorn sumac, 
mountain ash, bittersweet and pyra- 
cantha. 


Watching the nesting activities of 
bluebirds adds to the enjoyment of 
maintaining a bluebird trail. 


Mountain Bluebirds have prospered from bluebird trail projects, as have 
the Eastern and Western species. 


State and local bluebird recovery 
programs and individual bluebirders 
are now largely responsible for the 
welfare of Eastern Bluebirds. In effect, 
bluebirds have become dependent on 
man’s help. Perhaps this is as it should 
be, since humans are responsible for 
many of the causes of the bluebird’s 
decline: introducing European Star¬ 
lings and House Sparrows into the 
bluebird’s environment, cutting cavity¬ 
bearing trees, using pesticides, re¬ 
placing wooden fence posts with metal 
posts and altering land-use patterns. 

Fortunately, the bluebird’s recep¬ 
tiveness to nest boxes puts all of us in 
the unique position of being able to 
become personally involved in help¬ 


ing to re-establish and increase the 
production of the three bluebird spe¬ 
cies. In coming years, with more pub¬ 
lic participation in recovery efforts, 
bluebird populations should continue 
to expand so even 
more lucky bird 
watchers can 
enjoy these 
lovely gems 
of blue. 
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Wildlife Education For 
Tomorrow 
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Field Trips For Grade 
School Children Open 
Windows To Nature 

Article and Photographs hy 
CHARLIE HEIDECKER 


U¥ ook at that egret feed- 

I ing its babies,” ex- 

claimed one of the 

students. 

“Are the birds always this loud at 
their nests?” asked another second 
grader. 

“I like the Great Blue Herons best,” 
added a third child. 

In Venice, Florida, elementary school 
children are getting an impressive in¬ 
troduction to birds and nature through 
a program sponsored by the National 
Audubon Society. Since 1974, Jean 
Landers and the Venice Audubon So¬ 
ciety have been providing a special 
environmental education class for 
second, third, fourth and fifth grade 
students from local schools in Sarasota 
and Charlotte counties. 

Field trips are the highlight of the 
project for the children. The environ¬ 
mental education class starts with seven 
year-olds. Their first field trip takes 
them to a nesting rookery where they 
can see over 100 birds busy building 
their fragile nests among the mangrove 
trees that cover a small island right in 
the middle of Venice. 

Many species nest here simulta¬ 
neously. Great Blue Herons, Cattle 
Egrets, Great White Egrets, Anhingas 
and Black-crowned Night Herons all 
vie for space to build their nests on this 
tiny mangrove island. While some are 
building nests, others are incubating 
eggs and still others are feeding downy 
chicks. This rookery is easy to visit, 
and it is a marvelous place for the 
children to see nature in action and to 


Elementary students visit a rook¬ 
ery in Venice, Florida, to learn 
about birds first-hand. 


impress them with the importance of 
such natural areas. 

During one of the field trips, I visited 
with several of the children and found 
that thsy were already well-versed 
about the birds they were watching— 
a credit to their teacher. Jean Landers 
is one of the most knowledgeable en¬ 
vironmental education teachers I have 
had the pleasure of meeting. She is 
effectively teaching the children about 
the wildlife around us and how we can 
better live in harmony with our envi¬ 
ronment. In the process, Landers is 
giving something very special to all the 
children under her direction. 

After spending time observing and 
learning about the birds they can see at 
the rookery, the kids were off to visit a 
nearby Bald Eagle nest. Imagine the 
thrill of watching the adult Bald Eagles 
return to the nest to feed their large 
nestlings—there are few more impres¬ 
sive sights than watching an adult eagle 
soar up to the nest with a fish in its 
talons. 

After visiting the eagle’s nest, they 
went to an area where the endan¬ 
gered Florida Scrub Jay can be found 
with certainty. Here the kids watched 
as a perky jay took bird seed right out 
of the teacher’s hand. The second grade 
field trip was certainly action-packed! 

Third-grade children take a field trip 
to the beach where they learn about 
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Students observed Great Egrets 
performing breeding displays and 
nesting on their field trip. 


shorebirds and marine life. The fourth 
grade field trips are even more in- 
depth and informative. They visit 
nearby Myaka River State Park, -where 
students study nesting Sandhill Cranes 
and learn about how the freshwater 
food chain affects everything in na¬ 
ture. 

The Venice Audubon Society and 
each individual school have taken over 
the financial burden of helping to pay 
for these environmental education 
classes, which were originally financed 
by state grant funds. The Audubon 
Society pays Landers to teach students 
in six different schools, providing 
hundreds of children with the chance 
to learn how to live with wildlife and 
the natural world. 

Each time I return to the rookery, I 
marvel at the knowledge Jean and her 
Audubon volunteers have seeded in 
the minds of the lucky children in this 
part of Florida. I’m sure there are many 
people and environmental programs 
dedicated to similar education prin¬ 
ciples throughout the country, but for 
now, those in charge of this wonderful 
program—Jean Landers, the Venice 
Audubon Society and the participat¬ 
ing school districts—should be saluted 
for their efforts to ensure that 
tomorrow’s generation 
■will be sensitive and 
well-informed 
about our 
birdlife. 



Charlie Heidecker is a professional wildlife 
photographer who lives in Coopersburg, Penn¬ 
sylvania, and Sanibel Island, Florida. 


The Florida Scrub Jay and Bald 
Eagles were also encountered 
during the field trip. 
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Species Locator 


Sure-Fire Limpkins 


Article and Photograph hy 
GROVER LARKINS, JR. 

T he Florida Everglades has 
plenty of Limpkins, but they 
are shy birds that prefer se¬ 
cluded areas with thick vegetation. 
Many a frustrated birder has asked me 
where to find them in the vast expanses 
of the ‘glades—often a difficult task! 

Limpkins feed chiefly on aquatic 
snails—apple snails, to be exact—that 
are nocturnal and live only in fresh 
water. Accordingly, the Limpkins in 
the Everglades are also primarily noc¬ 
turnal and are found in proximity to 
fresh water. 

During the winter dry season, 
Limpkins follow their primary food 
source to the few ‘gator holes and 
perennially wet freshwater areas re¬ 
maining in southern Elorida. At this 
time, snails are rare and concentrated 
in deep water where they are inacces¬ 
sible to Limpkin beaks. At night the 
snails feed near the surface. 

Because these feeding areas are well 
back into the northwest section of the 
Everglades and Big Cypress Swamp, 
Limpkins are nearly impossible to see 
at the height of the visitor season. 

During the summer “wet” season, 
however, Limpkins become more di¬ 
urnal. The entire sawgrass prairie is 
submerged under one to eight inches 
of water, and apple snails are plentiful 
and within reach of a probing Limpkin 
beak regardless of the time of day. 1 
have seen Limpkin regularly from early 
morning through mid-aftemoon in the 
Pahayokee area and along the main 
park road up to Mahogany Hammock. 

However, 15 miles south of Talla¬ 
hassee, Florida, is Edward Ball Wakulla 
Springs State Park, which is more 
commonly known as Wakulla Springs 
State Park. In this 2000-acre state park 
you will find many Limpkins in resi¬ 
dence, and they are not at all shy. 

The best opportunity for a close-up 
look at a Limpkin is from one of the 


state-operated tour boats. Because pri¬ 
vate boat traffic is not permitted within 
the park, the wildlife has become ac¬ 
customed to the tour boats and they 
can closely approach most species. On 
one half-hour cruise, I saw a dozen 
Limpkins, and we passed vHthin 30 
feet of an active nest. 

It is not necessary to take the cruise 
to get a look at a Limpkin because the 
birds can be seen regularly on the bank 
of the river opposite the swimming 
area. However, the boat tour gives 
birders a much closer view of these 
intriguing birds. 

In addition to Limpkins, this park is 
home to an amazing variety of wildlife 
including such spectacular species as 
Ospreys, Wood Ducks, Pileated 
Woodpeckers, Wild Turkeys and an 
occasional Southern Bald Eagle. Other 
species include Purple Gallinules, 
Common Moorhens, Little Blue Her¬ 
ons, Snowy Egrets, migrant ducks, 
Mississippi Kites, Black and Turkey 
vultures and Eastern Screech Owls. 

There is a lodge at the spring head 
and a swimming area with lifeguards. 
However, a note of caution; the river 
leading from the spring down to the St. 
Mark’s River is home to some of the 
world’s largest alligators. The swim¬ 
ming area is safe, but farther down¬ 
stream the river is definitely unsafe for 
swimming. 

To get to Wakulla Springs, take State 
Road 61 south from Tallahassee and 
follow the signs. Wakulla Springs is 
about 100 yards east of State Road 61 
off of State Road 267. 

The park admission fee is currently 
$1.00 for the driver and 50 cents per 
passenger for Elorida residents; the 
non-resident fee is $2.00 for the driver 
and $1.00 per passenger. 

The river tour costs $4.00 for adults 
and $2.00 for children 12 and under. 
It operates from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
during the winter months and from 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. during the 
summer. 

Eor more information, contact 
Wakulla Springs State Park, 1 Spring 
Drive, Wakulla Springs, Elorida 32305; 
(904) 222-7279. Happy birding! E 



he Manu National Park pre¬ 
serves some of the most pristine, 
unbroken rain forest in South 
America, home to a host of birds 
and animals that constitute one 
of the most diverse biotas in the 
world. One is constantly filled 
with the anticipation of seeing 
some rare inhabitant of the 
region, a tapir swimming at a 
river bend, a Harpy Eagle flying 
through the trees, or a jaguar 
sunning on a bank. More species 
of birds have been recorded here 
than in any park in the world. 

In the heart of the rain forest, 
Manu Lodge provides comfort¬ 
able quarters and excellent 
dining, with the opportunity for 
unsurpassed wildlife-viewing 
almost at your doorstep. 

In 1991 we are inaugurating a 
new program to increase oppor¬ 
tunities for travel into Manu. 

In addition to our July trip with 
naturalist Steve Hilty, there 
will be three other departures, 
designed for very small groups. 
These ten-day tours feature a full 
week in Manu escorted by the 
staff from Manu Lodge. 

The Manu is a magical wilder¬ 
ness experience of the first order, 
unequalled in South America. We 
hope you will join us. 

July 4-21,1991 
March 9-19,1991 
June 1-11,1991 
September 2-12, 1991 


VICTOR 

EMANUEL 

NATURE 

TOURS 

♦ 

POST OFFICE BOX 33008 
AUSTIN, TX 78764 800/328-VENT 
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W hen people ask me, 
“What was the first bird 
you remember seeing or 
identifying?” the answer is easy—the 
Carolina Wren. Not because it is the 
most vociferous bird in the South, but 
because it brings back some very fond 
memories of my childhood. 

Ever since I was a child, Carolina 
Wrens have nested in my father’s bam. 
I remember when I was only five years 
old, my dad lifted me up to peer into a 
bucket that hung from the ceiling 
rafters. The bucket seemed to be sus¬ 
pended 10 feet above the floor of the 
bam, even though it was actually only 
a little more than six feet high. There in 
the bucket was a bird nest with four 
little gaping mouths of nestling Caro¬ 
lina Wrens lunging toward me. I will 
never forget the excitement I felt that 
day—it made a life-long impression 
on me. 

The old bucket had been used to 
carry hammers, pliers and staples when 
dad made his rounds mending fences. 
That spring, when I was five, a pair of 
Carolina Wrens moved in and set up 
housekeeping. From that time on, my 
father never moved the bucket, and it 


Some 

Things 

Never 

Change 

Fond Memories Of 
Family, And Bird 
Families 

Article and Photographs hy 
BOBBY HARRISON 


has since been used by numerous 
families of Carolina Wrens. 

After I completed college I moved in 
\vith my parents for a few months; I 


had been away from home for almost i 
four years. One evening I walked down 
to the bam with my dad. When we | 

entered the bam, a little brown bird ■ 

flew from the bucket and out the side j 

window. My dad lifted the bucket off 
the nail that it was hanging on and 
handed it to me. I peered into the 
bucket to see four gaping mouths of j 
little Carolina Wrens. 

I had not thought of wrens nesting in 
this bucket for years! Fond memories 
returned to that time when I was only i 

five, and my dad lifted me up to peer j 

into the same bucket at the same scene. i 

Perhaps these wrens were descendants j 

of those that I had seen as a child. ! 

After attending college and fancying I 
myself as a bird photographer, I real- I 
ized I had the perfect opportunity to j 
photograph these dynamic little birds ; 
at their nest. The first thing I would , 
need to do was to move the bucket 
down to a workable height—it was far ! 

too close to the bam ceiling for effec¬ 
tive photography. 

I tied black strings to the side of the 
bucket and lowered it a few inches at a 
time. Over a two-day period I lowered 
the bucket gradually until it was at a 












Fledgling Territory 


by ALICE J. TURNER 



Puzzle 

Find the 10 names of spring birds 
that are hidden in the puzzle. Each 
word is in a straight line, but it can read 
in any direction: up or down, forwards 
or backwards, and diagonally or hori¬ 
zontally. BIRDS is done as an example. 
Can you find ROBIN, TAN ACER, 
SWALLOW, CARDINAL, LOON, 
LARK, WARBLER, and ORIOLE? 


(Puzzle answers are on the next page) 


AIRLINAILW 
INOTLOONBA 
RHBHCINKER 
D U O G B 
RONPSKRALL 
WBLOHCSAPE 
OAKHSANRSR 
LMAJLIUEST 
LUENDTDIHR 
AWSRDINEQO 
WTANAGERNH 
SCORIOLEST 


Springtime Robins 

One of the first songbirds to appear 
in our neighborhoods in the spring is 
the American Robin. In fact, the first 
robin is often considered the first sign 
of spring. Their beautiful spring songs 
bring life back to many northern areas 
that have been filled with winter cold 
and snow for many months. 

The robin’s large size, rusty red belly 
and white eye-ring make it an easy bird 
to identify. Male robins have dark gray 
heads and backs, while the females’ are 
lighter grey in color. Young robins 
have speckled breasts. 

Often we see robins searching for 
earthworms on our lawns. Besides 
eating worms, robins also eat snails, 
insects and some fruit. 

These birds build a cup-shaped nest 
of twigs and grass that they line with 
mud. Robins are famous for their 
beautiful blue eggs. The female will lay 
three to seven eggs—usually four. 

In our yard, robins nest and raise 
their family in the oak tree that grows 
next to the choke-cherry tree. We share 
our choke-cherries with the robins. 



Future Assignment: Write a 
story or draw a picture of your favorite 
spring bird, like robins, bluebirds, 
swallows or hummingbirds? Whatever 
your favorite, tell us about it. Send 
your stories and pictures to “Fledgling 
Territory,” WildBird Magazine, P.O. 
Box 838, Payson, Arizona 85547. 

WildBird! March 1991 S3 











Bird stamp by Amber Akey, age 9, 
Washington, Pensylvania 


Fledgling Photo Contest 

In conjunction with the 1991 WildBird 
Photo Contest, we are pleased to 
announce a special 1991 Photo 
Contest for our “Fledgling” readers. 

The Fledgling Photo Contest has only 
two categories: (1) photos taken by 
children 8 years old or under, and (2) 
bird photos taken by 9- to 12-year 
olds.There will be three winners 
selected in each of the two categories. 
Any type of photo or slide will be 
considered as long as the birds in the 
picture are wild birds that have not 
been disturbed by the photographer. 

The winning photographs will be 
published in October’s “Fledgling 
Territory.” In addition, each first place 
winner will receive a year’s subscrip¬ 
tion to WildBird Magazine; second 
place winners will receive three rolls of 
film; third place winners will receive a 
bird book for their libraries. 

Please send only one entry per 
person (pick your best shot!) along with 
the photo contest entry form and a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope if you 
want your photo returned. All entries 
must be postmarked on or before May 
15, 1991. We hope this contest 
inspires our young readers to pick up a 
camera and discover the delights of 
bird photography! 



Puzzle Answers 


Make A Bird Stamp i 


Our thanks go out to reader Amber 
Akey, age 9, of Washington, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, for sharing her idea for a bird- 
related project with us. This looks like 
a fun art project. Draw a picture of 
your favorite bird in action, and follow 
Amber’s directions. In Amber’s own 
words: 

“I’m sending you this picture that I 
made in school in art because I thought 
other kids might want to try it. First we 
drew the pictures on foam meat trays. 


IJ 

making sure the lines were deep in the 
foam. Next we covered a paint roller ® 
with paint by rolling it on a separate ^ ■ 
meat tray. When the paint was spread i, 
even on the roller, we rolled it over our ■; [ 
picture, completely covering it. Then ,, 
we put it face-down on a piece of plain [ . 
white paper and pressed it down. It 
prints like a stamp pad. ' ^ 

Thank you for your new column for ' I 
kids,” ’ : 

















All Things New and Necessary 



Rainfair Inc., 
Bowhunter Rainsuit 


Rainfair Inc. is a domestic manufac¬ 
turer of foul-weather rain gear for a 
variety of outdoor sports and activi¬ 
ties. They have produced a unique 
molecular compound to coat “quiet”- 
type fabric, allowing it to maintain its 
quiet feature and still be 100-percent 
waterproof. They call it “Stalker mate¬ 
rial.” The Bowhunter Rainsuit (origi¬ 
nally made for hunters, but applicable 
for silent birding) is made of this ma¬ 
terial. The jacket has zippered, lower, 
side-slash pockets that are easy to get 
into while you have binoculars around 
your neck and a bird book in your 
hands. The Darlexx® action back is 
made of a laminated lycra that stretches 
in addition to being waterproof/ 
breathable and tapeable to seams. The 
lining is a soft brushed poly/cotton 
sheeting offering comfort and quiet¬ 
ness. The pants offer the coverage of a 
bib with the mobility of a pant. The 
Realtree® brown-leaf vertical camou¬ 
flage pattern is helpful when you want 
to see the birds, but you don’t want 
them to see you. Suggested retail]acket 
price $99.00, pants $67.00. Contact: 
Rainfair Inc., Box 1647, Dept. WB, 
Racine, WI 53401; (800) 558-5990, 
(414) 637-1201. 

White Flower Farm, 

The Plant Lover’s Catalogue 

White Flower Farm has a way for 
the backyard birder to provide wild 
birds with a natural habitat. The Spring 
1991 edition of The Plant Lover’s Cata¬ 
logue is bursting with 128 glorious 
color pages of perennials, shrubs, and 
summer-flowering bulbs. It features 



over 100 new selections with 700 va¬ 
rieties in all, from trusty favorites to the 
rare and unusual. Many are available 
only from this company. The catalog is 
filled with plants that will provide cover 
and food for wild birds and beauty for 
you. Phone or write for your catalog— 
it’s free. Contact: White Flower Farm, 
Dept. WB, Litchfield 17035, CT 06759- 
0050; (203) 496-9600, ext. 735. 



Ruhhermaid Inc., 
Humminghird Feeders 

Rubbermaid Inc. has a variety of 
hummingbird feeders that will help to 
attract hummingbirds into your back¬ 
yard. These feeders are available in 
four sizes at four different suggested 
retail prices. Left to right: 16-ounces 
No. 3426 $4.65; 34-ounces No. 3428 
$8.00; 24-ounces No. 3427 $6.50, 
and 9-ounces No. 3408 $3.80. The 9- 
ounce feeder can be hung or applied to 
windows with the suction cup. The 
other three sizes are designed for easy 
hanging. The 34-ounce has an extra 
perch ring. These feeders are made of 
tough plastic and resist breakage if 
accidently dropped. They are tinted 
red, further attracting the tiny birds to 
the feeders and eliminating the need 


for coloring the feeding solution. They 
also feature bee guards to help keep 
pesky wasps and bees away from the 
nectar. Contact: Rubbermaid Incorpo¬ 
rated, Specialty Products Division, 
6250 North Honeytown Rd., Dept. 
WB, Smithville, OH 44677; (216) 669- 
9000. 



Kaytee Products, Inc., 
Melody Treats 

Kaytee Products, Inc. has introduced 
an exciting new line of bell-shaped 
treats for wild birds. The treats come in 
three attractive flavors: Mixed Seed, 
Sunflower and Fruit & Nut. Kaytee 
claims that these easy-to-use treats at¬ 
tract birds that normally don’t come to 
feeders. They are made with real honey, 
and each Melody Treat is an excellent 
food for many different types of birds. 
The convenient design and built-in 
perch allows it to be hung anywhere. 
Suggested retail selling prices: Melody 
Mixed Seed Treat, $1.09; Melody Sun¬ 
flower Treat, $1.29; and Melody Fruit 
& Nut Treat, $1.69. Contact: Kaytee 
Products, Inc., P.O. Box 230, Dept. 
WB, Chilton, WI 53014; (800) 669- 
9580. 
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SAY YOU 
SAWITIN 



THE POKE BOAT® 

rrS EVERiTHING CANOE ISNT. 

It weighs only 26 Call toll-free 

pounds. For Mm 1 - 800 - 

than $700 you . 

buy more than 004- 

0190. 



Coldwater Creek, 
Whirlybird 


Coldwater Creek catalog has an 
entry that reads: “Flying backwards or 
being able to hover in just one special 
spot above the ground is no trouble at 
all for the tiny hummingbird. It can fly 
any which-a-way including up.” To 
create that illusion of flight, Coldwater 
Creek has intricately laser-etched an 
“almost as large as life” hummingbird 
into solid maple. The little Whirlybird 
is the focal point on this hinged-lid, 
6 V 2 -inch by 5 inch by V 4 -inch deep 
hardwood keepsake box. What better 
place to stash tiny treasures? This felt- 
lined box is something of a keepsake 
itself—it feels like you found it in some 
delightful comer of an antique shop. 
Whirlybird No. 2565, suggested retail 
price $29.95 plus $4.50 shipping and 
handling. Contact: Coldwater Creek, 
212 North First Ave., Dept. WB, 
Sandpoint, ID 83864; (800) 262-0040, 



The Crow’s Nest Birding Shop, 
Sooty Snowy Owl 

The Crow’s Nest Birding Shop has a 
toy that could be a perfect gift for any 


child or adult. The Sooty Snowy Owl 
stands 11 inches high, is soft, cuddly 
and made of high-quality materials. 
The Sooty Snowy Owl (No. 316) sells 
for $19.95/$17.96 to members of the 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. 
Add $3.95 shipping and handling. 
Contact: The Crow’s Nest Birding Shop, 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, 159 
Sapsucker Woods Road, Dept. WB, 
Ithaca, NY 14850; (607) 254-2400. 



Old Elm Feed & Supplies, 

Handpainted Bird Seed Box 

Old Elm Feed & Supplies has Car¬ 
dinal and Chickadee Bird Seed Boxes. 
They are individually handpainted and 
carefully sealed, making each one 
special and different. These 
Handpainted Bird Seed Boxes are built 
with V4-inch pine, then stained and 
assembled with wood screws and 
routed edges. They are 14 inches wide, 
12 inches deep, 23 inches high and 
hold 30 pounds of seed. Retail selling 
price $49.95 each plus $5.00 shipping. 
Contact: Old Elm Feed & Supplies, 
13400 Watertown Plank Road, Dept. 
WB, Elm Grove, WI 53122-0825; 
(800) 782-3300. 


“All Things New And Necessary” is a de¬ 
partment that features birdlng-related prod¬ 
ucts currently on the market. Unless otherwise 
noted, the information is from the manufac¬ 
turer and is not to be confused with WUdBird 
staff product evaluations featured in “WB Field 
Tests.” If you own a company that manufac¬ 
tures or sells birding-related products, WildBi rd 
Magazine would appreciate receiving informa¬ 
tion about your operation. Send product re¬ 
leases to: WUdBird —^All Things New & Neces¬ 
sary, P.O. Box 6050, Mission Viejo, CA 92690. 
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MISSION 

BIRDS 


Birding The Historic Spanish Missions Of Santa 
Barbara County, California 

Article and Photographs hy HUGH P. SMITH, Jr. 


A visit to the coastal region 
surrounding Santa Barbara, 
California, provides a unique 
opportunity to experience the gentle 
beauty and historic landmarks of old 
Spanish missions along with the birds 
that frequent the area. Following a 
110-mile circuitous route from Santa 
Barbara, you can visit three grand old 
missions and enjoy a wealth of birdlife 
during your tour. 

The Santa Barbara Mission is a cen¬ 
tral landmark in Santa Barbara, as are 
the La Purisima Mission in Lompoc 
and the Santa Ines Mission in Solvang. 
The proximity of these three missions 
permits visiting them all in a single 
day, but it would be a shame to rush 
through these lovely old churches. 1 
suggest a more comfortable schedule 


that provides plenty of time for birding 
and experiencing some of the other 
sights in the area. 

There is no question that Santa Bar¬ 
bara County, California, is a birding 
hotspot. The local Audubon Society 
topped all other Christmas Bird Count 
locations in 1988 with a total of 218 
species; in 1989, participants logged 
205 species. 

Santa Barbara is definitely attractive 
for winter birding. The area has an 
advantage over most places due to its 
balmy climate and its proximity to the 


Known as “Queen of the Missions,” 
the Santa Barbara Mission was 
built in 1786 and is still an acti\e 
church today. 
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Although Mission Santa Ines is located in the heart of the quaint city of Sohang, birding opportunities abound in 
the surrounding countiyside. 


ocean, mountains and arid uplands. 
But don’t misunderstand, birding is 
great throughout the year in Santa 
Barbara County and the weather is 
always mild. 

Santa Barbara Mission 

Built in 1786 by the Franciscan fa¬ 
thers, the Santa Barbara Mission is an 
active church that is located on Mis¬ 
sion Street in the heart of Santa Barbara. 
The mission, known as the “Queen of 
the Missions,” is a popular historic site, 
visited by many touring groups and 
individuals. 

While the mission grounds are small, 
they are adjacent to the riparian, shrub 
and tree-covered grounds of the Santa 
Barbara Museum of Natural History. 
Here you can find a variety of local and 
migrant passerines. You will find 
similar birdlife at nearby Rocky Nook 
Park where there are picnic areas and 
rest rooms. 

The ocean and its beautiful beaches 
will undoubtedly draw you to the limits 
of land and sea. Along the ocean 
beaches and inland waters you may see 
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Red-necked, Pacific and Common 
loons, Western Grebes, Brown Pelicans, 
Brandt’s Cormorants, Double-crested 
Cormorants, Ruddy Ducks, American 
Wigeons, Redheads. Black-bellied and 
Snowy plovers, Willets, Marbled 
Godwits, Sanderlings and Whimbrels. 

Rare species that have been observed 
include Rhinoceros Auklets, Sooty 
Shearwaters and Oldsquaws. Gull en¬ 
thusiasts may find Bonaparte’s 
Heermann’s, Mew, Ring-billed, Cali¬ 
fornia and Western gulls. The Santa 
Barbara Christmas Bird Count lists over 
100 species of water birds and shore- 
birds. 

Inland, almost every canyon and 
park has many interesting birds to 
see. Among the land birds, Anna’s 
Hummingbirds, Band-tailed Pigeons, 
Black Phoebes, Wrentits, Bewick’s 
Wrens, Ruby-crovmed Kinglets, Her¬ 
mit Thrushes, Water Pipits, Cedar 
Waxwings, Purple Finches and Lesser 
and American goldfinches are com¬ 
monly encountered species. Warblers 
and sparrows are also well represented 
by Myrtle’s and Audubon’s varieties of 


Yellow-rumped Warblers, Orange- 
crowned and Townsend’s warblers and 
Common Yellowthroats, plus Lark, 
Savannah, Song, Golden-crowned and 
White-crowned sparrows. 

For more information about local 
bird sightings, telephone the Rare Bird 
Alert at (805) 964-8240 to check a 
taped message that lists unusual birds 
in the vicinity. 

La Purisima Mission 

The La Purisima Mission is less than 
a one-hour drive from Santa Barbara, 
barring stops for birding along the way 
(but don’t hesitate to pull off at inter¬ 
esting locations or ocean viewpoints to 
check out the birdlife and scenery). 
Follow Highway 101 north to Las 
Cruces, then turn west onto Highway 
1 to Lompoc. The mission is located on 
Highway 246, one mile east of Lompoc. 

Built in 1787, the La Purisima Mis¬ 
sion is preserved as a state park and has 
been restored to appear similar to the 
way it was at the peak of its activity in 
the early 1800s. The church, residen¬ 
tial buildings and supporting struc- 

















The 967 acre grounds of the La Purisima Mission offer some prime birding opportunities as you stroll the court¬ 
yard, garden and outlying areas. 


tures have been rebuilt and furnished 
as they were during their occupation. 

Special programs are presented sev¬ 
eral times a month during the sum¬ 
mers by members of a local group, 
known as Prelado de los Tesoros 
(“Keepers of the Treasures”). They dress 
in costumes representative of the 182 Os 
and demonstrate carding wool, spin¬ 
ning and weaving, soap and candle 
making, as well as carpentry, cooking 
and baking bread. 

Birders will find the mission’s ex¬ 
tensive grounds rewarding as they walk 
nature trails that wander throughout 
the hills and canyons. Boasting 967 
acres, this is the largest mission grounds 
in California. 

As you enter the parking lot you 
usually see Scrub Jays and the ubiq¬ 
uitous Northern Mockingbirds around 
the large cacti. Black Phoebes are 
present year-round, and Say’s Phoebes 


California Quail may be encoun¬ 
tered in the garden of La Purisima 
Mission near Lompoc. 
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The California Thrasher and Anna’s Hummingbirds are two western 
species that may be encountered during a mission-birding tour. 


are often seen perching on the small, 
wooden crosses in the graveyard. 
Brown Towhees are common and have 
been seen attacking their images in the 
rearview mirrors of parked cars! 

Many Cliff Swallows nest under the 
eaves each summer and pursue insects 
on the wing overhead. As you cross a 
little bridge over a seasonal stream, 
look in the willows and sycamores for 
Downy and Nuttall’s woodpeckers, 
Plain Titmice, Bushtits and warblers. 

At the Residency Building, look 
above the rear entrance to the passage¬ 


way through the building. Great 
Horned Owls have raised a brood an¬ 
nually in a window recess there and 
can ordinarily be seen throughout the 
spring. 

A walk in the gardens should offer 
many California Quail all year long. 
Watch for their tiny puff-ball chicks 
with adults in June and July. Hermit 
Thrushes scratch through the under¬ 
brush in this area in the fall and winter. 
Brown and Rufous-sided towhees can 
be seen here most of the year, while 
California Thrashers are often seen 


near the vegetable patch. 

A peaceful rest on a bench near one 
of the fountains usually rewards you 
with sightings of American, Lesser and 
Lawrence’s goldfinches, along with 
Yellow-rumped, Orange-crowned and 
Yellow warblers. 

Hummingbirds are among the most 
enjoyable birds you will encounter at 
La Purisima Mission. Anna’s Hum¬ 
mingbirds are seen year-round in the 
flower gardens, and Allen’s Hummers 
may be present from January through 
May. Rufous Hummingbirds are 
sometimes reported during spring 
migration in March and April. 

If you explore the chaparral, you will 
probably hear the Wrentit’s distinctive 
song. It is harder to spot one than to 
hear one, but they can usually be 
searched out near the picnic area (where 
Bewick’s Wrens are also found) and in 
the low bushes along the adjacent dirt 
road. Lark and Song sparrows can be 
located in the grassy areas and chap¬ 
arral. 

Many other species can be found if 
you have the time to search some of the 
more remote areas of the mission 
grounds. To aid your search for specific 
birds, a small, inexpensive booklet 
written by Vernon Hunlan can be 
purchased at the mission gift shop. 

This publication lists the 140 spe¬ 
cies the author has seen at the mission, 
plus the location, time and frequency 
of their appearances there. Hunlan di¬ 
vides the mission grounds into habitat 
areas, including grasslands, chaparral, 
wetlands, groves, etc., and includes a 
small map that shows where these 
areas are located. 

If you have time, you can also travel 
10 miles west on Ocean Avenue to 
Ocean Park, where the Santa Ynez 
River empties into the Pacific Ocean. 
There you will find a lovely beach with 
assorted gulls and shorebirds. In the 
summer you will find a fenced-off area 
for nesting endangered Least Terns, 
which are easily visible. During migra¬ 
tion, Pectoral Sandpipers, Sooty 
Shearwaters, Western Grebes and all 
kinds of peeps may be seen. In May 
1990, a rare Little Gull entertained 
birders for a couple of weeks. 

Old Mission Santa Ines 

To reach Santa Ines Mission, drive 
east from Lompoc on Highway 246 
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into the middle of Solvang, California. 
Built in 1804, this mission is somewhat 
the opposite of La Purisima. It is an 
active, Catholic parish church located 
on a relatively small property, ap¬ 
proximately two city blocks in size. 

There are audio tours through the 
church and grounds that describe its 
history and point out the lovely old 
vestments, paintings and other historic 
artifacts. Birding in the mission area is 
likely to be poor, simply because of the 
limited space available in the church 
gardens and small cemetery, but a 
drive along any nearby road is usually 
fruitful. The rolling hills, coastal 
mountains and associated woodlands 
combine to attract an interesting se¬ 
lection of birds to the area. 

The Yellow-billed Magpies and deer 
on the nearby golf course at Alisal 
Guest Ranch are fun to watch. Another 
five miles down Alisal Road you will 
reachNojo.quiPark (pronounced “Nah- 
o-wiee"), where Western Flycatchers 
nest in sycamore trees, and Tree 
Swallows and Violet-green Swallows 
nest in cavities in dead trees along the 
road. 

Blue Grosbeaks, Evening Grosbeaks 
and Lazuli Buntings are often en¬ 
countered here, and Purple Finches 
and Western Bluebirds perch on the 
barbed wire fences near the park. Plain 
Titmice, House Wrens and Bewick’s 
Wrens, goldfinches. White-breasted 
Nuthatches and warblers are often 
found in this arboreal area, along with 
Say’s and Black phoebes, Western 
Wood-Pewees and California Quail. 
Red-tailed and Red-shouldered hawks 
are often seen soaring over this region. 

If you venture south of Solvang on 
Refugio Road in the summer you will 
find Northern Rough-winged Swal¬ 
lows near the new bridge. A mile or 
two further down the paved road, you 
encounter several lovely riparian areas 
where birding is likely to be reward¬ 
ing. Warbling Vireos, peewees, gold¬ 
finches, warblers, towhees, Ash- 
throated Flycatchers, Acorn Wood¬ 
peckers and American Kestrels are all 
here in season. Incidentally, this road 
becomes a one-lane, dirt passage that 
eventually runs past former President 
Ronald Reagan’s ranch on top of the 
mountain range between Santa Ynez 
valley and Santa Barbara. 

The city of Solvang is worth a stop in 


itself. It is a unique Danish tourist 
tovm with only 4000 people and three 
traffic lights. There are many fascinating 
shops to visit, and the ethnic foods like 
aebelskiver and medisterpolse (pan¬ 
cake balls and Danish sausage) are a 
must when your appetite gets the best 
of you. 

A trip east of town out Happy Can¬ 
yon Road always reveals lots of Sa¬ 
vannah Sparrows and Western Mead¬ 
owlarks in spring and summer. Lewis’s 
Woodpeckers have resided here dur¬ 
ing recent winters and springs. 

A drive north of town via Alamo- 
Pintado Road, through Los Olivos and 
continuing along Figueroa Mountain 
Road, will take you on a scenic trip past 
Michael Jackson’s ranch (unmarked 
except for the guard house at the gate) 
and up Figueroa Mountain to an at¬ 
tractive camping area which is located 
about 20 miles from Solvang. You can 
usually see Acorn Woodpeckers, 
Western Bluebirds in summer, plus 
Scrub Jays, Bushtits, Yellow-billed 
Magpies, Brewer’s Blackbirds and 
American Crows. At the top of the 
mountain you may see White-breasted 
Nuthatches and, sometimes, a White- 
headed Woodpecker. 


If you travel northwest from Los 
Olivos on Foxen Canyon Road you 
will encounter several vineyards that 
attract goldfinches, warblers and tit¬ 
mice. Many people find the free win¬ 
ery tours and free wine samples offered 
at the wineries attractive too! 

On your return to Santa Barbara via 
scenic State Highway 154 you will 
pass Cachuma Lake; however, some of 
you may wish to stop and bird the area 
before continuing to the coast. Below 
San Marcos Pass, on a clear day you 
will see a spectacular view of the ocean 
with the Channel Islands breaking the 
level horizon of the water, a fitting 
ending to this fantastic tour. 

For people interested in combining 
a birding opportunity with the history 
of the Old West’s Spanish missions, 
Santa Barbara County, 

California, offers a 
delightful blend 
of both. 



Hugh P. Smith, Jr. is a retired physician who 
iives in Soivang, California. He is a reguiar 
contrubutor to WildBird. 











Nature's 

Premiere Dancer 

Species Profile: Greater Prairie Chicken 
(Typanuchus cupido) 

by JAMES SERNOVITZ 


A t three o’clock one crisp 
March morning, a compan¬ 
ion and I were driving 
through the night to see a show—a 
dance no less! 

The land was flat and we drove Wis¬ 
consin back roads that were straight as 
rulers. We eventually came to our 
rendezvous location; no problem, we 
could see the lights of the idling cars 
for miles. We visited with 16 or 20 
other very dedicated theater-goers, 
trying to stay awake. Soon we set off in 
a convoy through the darkness, stop¬ 
ping every couple of miles to direct 
each group to a blind where they would 
view the show. 

We were directed to follow a dirt 
road through a field to find our cam¬ 
ouflaged blind in the darkness. We 
settled in for the next two and one-half 
hours to witness one of nature’s finest 
shows. Promptly at 5:15 a.m., at the 
magical time of the morning when it 
was not yet light but the darkness was 
lightening to gray, the curtain came up 
on. one of the most awesome spectacles 
1 have ever seen: The Tympanuchus 
cupido Show! 

Tympanuchus cupido, the dancer of 
love, or the Greater Prairie Chicken, 
sets the stage throughout its range in 
early spring. March and April are the 
time when the prime action takes place, 
but prairie chickens may be active as 
late as June and may return for limited 
engagements in the fall. 

Like a musical, there was an over¬ 
ture while the theater stage was still 
dark. Then, from the quiet that hung 
thick with anticipation, an eerie, un¬ 
usually wild sound unlike any I’ve 
heard before or since ensued. 


Slowly the lights came up and we 
saw the stage set before us: frost cov¬ 
ered the short-cropped prairie grass¬ 
land that extended toward the horizon. 
We counted 11 male Greater Prairie 
Chickens positioned throughout the 
lek or booming grounds, as this natural 
amphitheater is captioned by biologists. 

Each Prairie Chicken patrolled his 
own territory—an irregularly shaped 
plot of land from 20 to 50 feet in 
diameter. Each male was primed for 
action and ready to defend his turf 
against all comers. 

They stamped their feet on the 
ground in quick, short movements 
and turned in tight semi-circles as they 
strutted toward their neighbors. The 
hormone-crazed dancers puffed up 
their bright-orange air sacks as they 
extended their necks, held their tails 
erect, spread the primary feathers of 
their wings to the ground and arched 
their “ears” or pinnate feathers. In this 
“costumed attire,” they were barely 
recognizeable as their normal grouse¬ 
like selves. 

Along with the visual theatrics, each 
dancer added their own methodical 
booming. Each male prairie chicken 
bent over and made his “booming” 
call, a hollow sounding “oo-loo-woo,” 
as he forced air from his air sacks 
through his vocal chords. This 
mournful booming can be heard a mile 
away on a still spring morning. 

The prairie chickens on adjacent 
territories followed suit. Then the ul¬ 
timate faux pas—one cock crossed into 
another’s section of the lek. Accepting 
the challenge, the resident bird rushed 
over to the imaginary boundary line to 
try to force the invader out. This re¬ 


T 





suited in heated displays, and when 
necessary, one or both birds jumped 
three or four feet into the air with 
wings beating and clawed feet raking 
out at one another in a fast-paced 
spirited territorial fight. 

Eventually, one bird backed off and 
gave a low bow in submission. How¬ 
ever, the winner does not have time to 
savor the thrill of victory because his 
territory is surrounded by other birds 
that will quickly test his defenses. 

The birds suddenly dispersed; was 
the show over? I peeked out of the 
blind to see a Red-tailed Hawk swoop- 
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The dancing behavior of the 
Greater Prairie Chicken (above) is 
one of the most interesting “rites of 
spring” to behold. 

The Attwater’s Prairie Chicken 
(right) is a slightly smaller, darker 
race of the Greater species. 


ing low over the booming ground, ^ 
probably in search of breakfast. After | 
the hawk flew away, one by one the 5 
prairie chickens returned to the exact | 
positions they were in before the in- o 
terruption, and the show continued. | 
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Soon after the brief intermission the 
females entered the field and the males 
went wild with excitement! Theypuffed 
up their feathers to look bigger, 
pumped up their orange air sacks, 
extended their hom-like pinnae and 
danced with renewed enthusiasm. The 
hens coyly wandered through the 
booming ground and each male wel¬ 
comed females that entered his section 
of the lek with his best song and dance. 

Females usually visit the leks several 
times before they select a mate. Most 
mating is done by the dominant males 
that have partitioned out a prime ter¬ 
ritory in the center of the booming 
ground. 

Another intermission—all the prai¬ 
rie chickens flew off. I peered out 
another opening in the blind to see a 
four-foot tall Sandhill Crane walking 
right through the center of the lek, 
oblivious to the grouse serenades. As 
soon as the giant bird passed, the male 



A.P.C. Emergency! 

Planning The 
Recovery For An 
Endangered Species 


An A.P.C. emergency has been 
sounded along the Texas Gulf 
Coast. A hurricane, oil spill or 
tornado emergency, you ask? No, 
but it Is a natural disaster in the 
making—an endangered species 
has dropped fearfully close to 
extinction in the past six years. The 
world’s population of Attwater's 
Prairie Chicken, Tympanuchus 
cupido attwaten, has plummeted 
from 1620 birds in 1984 to a mere 
470 remaining today. 

The Attwater’s Prairie Chicken is 
a race of the Greater Prairie 
Chicken that is dropping fearfully 
close to its relative, the extinct 
Heath Hen. Weighing just under two 
pounds, the Attwater’s Prairie 
Chicken is slightly smaller and 
darker-colored than the Greater 
race. The Heath Hen was also a 
race of the Greater Prairie Chicken, 
found along the coastal plains of 
New England until 1932. 


The Attwater’s Prairie Chicken Is 
a native bird of the gulf coastal 
prairie, or more specifically, the 
Texas tail-grass coastal prairie. 
These prairies are rich in grasses, 
sedges, and legumes and other 
forbs. This specialized habitat and 
its unique prairie chickens have 
been disappearing at an aiarming 
rate. 

This race once ranged throughout 
an area nearly seven million acres 
In size, extending from the Missis¬ 
sippi River Delta in Louisiana west 
along the coastal grasslands to 
Corpus Christ!, Texas. In the mid- 
1800’s, the total population may 
have numbered one million birds. 

Today, the largest population of 
this race of pinnated grouse is 
protected by the Attwater’s Prairie 
Chicken National Wildlife Refuge. 
Before the population drop, the 
refuge population numbered 222. 
The number of birds dropped to 156 
in 1987-88, and to only 90 individu¬ 
als in 1989. The refuge grouse 
population appears to have stabi¬ 
lized in 1990. 

Refuge Manager Steve Labuda 
explained that a variety of manage¬ 
ment techniques are being used to 
provide optimum grassland habitat 
for the prairie chickens on the 
refuge. Prescribed burning and 
cattle grazing, brush control, 
predator control, drainage improve¬ 
ments and crop production have 
been implemented to give the 


Attwater’s Prairie Chickens on the 
refuge a better-than-fighting chance 
for survival. 

Wide-scale conversion of prairie 
grasslands to rice fields and other 
agriculture, overgrazing, urbaniza¬ 
tion, and untempered hunting in the 
early 1900s all contributed to 
the decline of the Attwater’s race. 
The current population decline from 
1620 to under 500 birds is attributed 
to the effects of weather. 

Locally heavy rains during the 

1987 brood season led to the death 
of many broods. Continued heavy 
rain during the 1988 nesting season 
destroyed many nests and held 
productivity to a minimum. 

Thereafter, the pendulum swung 
to the other extreme, and drought 
combined with high temperatures 
persisted through the remainder of 

1988 and throughout 1989 and 
1990. Heavy livestock grazing 
during the drought conditions 
minimized cover for the remaining 
prairie chickens. 

This drought-induced loss of 
habitat forced the birds into small 
pockets of habitat where predators 
were also concentrated, making 
predation another contributing factor 
to reduced nesting success. 

Presently, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department and the 
Attwater’s Prairie Chicken Recovery 
Team are working feverishly to halt 
the decline of the Attwater’s Prairie 
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Prairie Chickens returned to continue 
their mating activities. However, the 
females didn’t return. The cocks con¬ 
tinued their spring ritual, but with no 
females around, they become listless 
and stopped the show by 7:30. 

D ue to the nature of Greater 
Prairie Chickens and the 
changes imposed on the 
land by settlers, this spring-time the¬ 
ater has become rarer and rarer. Prairie 
chickens are a “prairie grouse” that 
need a particular mixture of open 
grasslands. 

Overall, level or gently rolling ter¬ 
rain is the norm, and the males prefer 
short-cropped grass on their booming 


The endangered Attwater’s Prairie 
Chicken is found in tall-gross 
prairie along the Texas Gulf Coast. 


Photo; George Levandoski 


Chicken. Management strategies 
have been formulated and imple¬ 
mented to combat the major causes 
of the most recent decline. 

The acquisition of more land for 
habitat management has been 
designated highest priority. Of prime 
importance are lands that already 
host resident populations of 
Attwater’s Prairie Chickens, but it is 
equally important that these areas 
are located near other Attwater’s 
Prairie Chicken populations. A 
5700-acre tract in Victoria County, 
Texas, has been proposed as a 
satellite to Attwater’s Prairie 
Chicken National Wildlife Refuge. 

In addition, a 30,000-acre tract of 
land near Brazoria National Wildlife 
Refuge has recently been procured 
by The Nature Conservancy. This 
parcel contains about 15,000 acres 
of historic Attwater’s Prairie Chicken 
habitat that will be administered by 
The Nature Conservancy until the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
purchases it. 

Together with the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service is contact¬ 
ing private landowners to encour¬ 
age them to manage their grazing 
lands with respect to the needs of 
the Attwater’s Prairie Chickens. 
Funding for such incentives is being 
provided under Section 6 of the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Dr. Nova Silvy from Texas A & M 
University is the Recovery Team 


Leader and heads the captive 
translocation program, which has 
been implemented in hope of 
restoring Attwater’s Prairie Chickens 
to portions of their historic range. 
This program is important for 
augmenting natural productivity and 
to provide a backup with respect to 
the possibility of losing a major 
population to a catastrophe, like a 
hurricane. 

In accordance with the transloca¬ 
tion program, hens will be captured 
on the booming grounds after 
mating. They will rear their broods in 
captivity without human contact. 

The hens and their broods will be 
released with a minimum of human 
contact as well. 

Captured males will be retained in 
captivity on release sites to act as 
lures to draw the released 
Attwater’s Prairie Chickens back to 
release sites during subsequent 
booming seasons. Birds for this 
program will be collected from the 
population at the Attwater’s Prairie 
Chicken National Wildlife Refuge. 

Along with habitat acquisition and 
management, captive breeding and 
relocation programs, public aware¬ 
ness is crucial for developing 
support for the recovery of the 
endangered Attwater’s Prairie 
Chicken, and a full-scale public 
awareness campaign has been 
established. 

The Attwater’s Prairie Chicken 
Status Report, a quarterly publica¬ 


tion of the refuge, has been 
distributed to people in the region. 
An in-depth annual Attwater’s 
Prairie Chicken update was 
completed at the end of 1989 and 
has been widely distributed. 

New public-use facilities have 
been developed at Attwater’s Prairie 
Chicken National Wildlife Refuge, 
including an observation “blind” to 
facilitate better viewing of the 
Attwater’s Prairie Chickens on a 
booming ground. The first annual 
symposium on Attwater’s Prairie 
Chicken management initiatives 
was held in February 1990. 

Each of these events, publica¬ 
tions and facilities are free to the 
public and have been carefully 
planned to heighten the public’s 
awareness of the scope and 
magnitude of the threat to the 
Attwater’s Prairie Chicken and its 
Texas coastal habitat. 

Prairie chickens and other grouse 
are known to make remarkable 
comebacks after low population 
cycles that are dictated by the 
whims of nature. With the concen¬ 
trated efforts of many dedicated 
people, the decade of the nineties 
may be the be the comeback 
decade for the Attwater’s Prairie 
Chicken. 

—George Levandoski and Julie Kent 
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leks. Surrounded by open space, the 
birds can see predators for a long dis¬ 
tance and escape before enemies can 
reach them. However, females need an 
area of longer grass where they conceal 
their nests and, if they are successful in 
their nesting attempts, their growing 
chicks. 

Prairie Chicken hens build a nest of 
grass in thick prairie grasses or brush 
areas. Clutch size varies from eight to 
14 eggs, which are incubated by 
the female about 24 days. 

Incubation is delayed until a full 
clutch is laid, so all eggs hatch within 
a 24-hour period. Chicks are precocial 
and may begin hying in just seven 
days! 

Diet consists of insects, especially 
grasshoppers, during warm-weather 
months. During the winter and spring, 
seeds, waste grain and acorns are their 
staples. Prairie Chickens usually gather 
in flocks during the fall and winter 
months and may roam a considerable 
distance from their home range in 
search of food. But in early spring, they 
return to their leks to premiere the new 
dance season. 

I encourage every person interested 


The action on a 
Greater Prairie 
Chicken booming 
grounds can be 
intense and fast- 
paced when a 
territorial dispute 
erupts between 
neighboring males. 


in birds and nature to view prairie 
chickens on their booming grounds. A 
pair of binoculars or a spotting scope 
are a must if you want to get a close 
look at the action on the lek. If you 
plan on taking pictures, fast film and a 
sturdy tripod are necessary because 
the early morning light is usually very 
low in intensity. You will probably 
want to wait with photos for about an 
hour after the sun has come up to take 
photos—and that is on a sunny day. 

The mating rituals of the Greater 
Prairie Chickens are a thrill to behold. 
The inconvenience of the pre-dawn 
preparations will long be forgotten 
while the memory of this magnificent 
spectacle, which has been carried on 


for uncounted springs, will remain for 
the rest of your life. There is nothing to 
compare with the dance 
of the Greater Prairie i|||^ 


Chicken on nature’s 
theater of the lek. 


James Sernovitz is a freelance writer from Mil¬ 
waukee, Wisconsin, who contributes regularly to 
Wildbird Magazine. 

George Levandoski is a freelance nature pho¬ 
tographer and writer based in Houston, Texas. 

Julie Kent was formerly the Assistant Refuge 
Manager at the Attwater’s Prairie Chicken Na¬ 
tional Wildlife Refuge. She is currently employed 
by the U S. Fish and Wildlife Service at Izembeck 
National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. 
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Birder's Emporium 




Wildbird Mix (no cracked corn) 

10# - 3.95 25# - 6.95 50# - 12.49 

Wildbird Mix (with cracked corn) 

10# - 2.95 25# - 5.95 50# - 10.95 

Sunflower Seed 



Black 

Oil 

Small 

Stripe 

Large 

Stripe 

Large 

Gray 

Chipped 

Hulled 

5# 

2.85 

2.95 

3.95 

4.95 

4.80 

4.95 

10# 

4.75 

5.49 

6.95 

7.95 

7.45 

8.45 

25# 

9.95 

11.49 

14.49 

14.95 

13.80 

22.80 

50# 

17.95 

21.60 

27.56 

31.40 

26.40 

42.00 

Millet Seed 

Other Seed 


White 

Red 

German 

Rape 

Niger 

Safflower 

5# 

2.75 

2.75 


2.95 

3.95 

6.95 


4.30 

10# 

4.50 

4.50 


4.95 

5.95 

9.95 


7.60 

25# 

8.95 

11.95 


12.49 

11.95 

25.00 

14.30 

50# 

16.25 

21.95 


23.49 

19.00 

48.00 

27.30 


We a/so cany Buckwheat, Flax, Hemp, Milo, Pump¬ 
kin, Red Peppers, Millet Sprays, Dove Seed & 8 
dUferent Pigeon Feeds. Large amounts available. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Call us at (904) 396-4273, Ext. WB-10 or Send $1 to: 

Feed, Feather & Farm Supply 
Department WB-10, 4541-9 St. Augustine Road 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207 
VISA • MASTERCARD 


MAKE PROTECTING THE 

ENVIRONMENT YOUR JOB 


employers. A 6 issue trial subscription is only $19.50. 
Subscribe todayl Send check/money order to: 

The Job Seeker 


BUDGET BIRDING 

Birding trips to 
Pt. Pelee, Mexico, 

Costa Rica and 
more at reasonable 
rates. Organize 
your Audubon or 
Sierra Club Chapter, 
photography club, or 
friends for group 
discounts. For more 
information write or call: 

BUDGET BIRDING 
1731 HATCHER CRESCENT, DEPT WB 
ANN ARBOR, Ml 48103 (313) 995-4357 



CANADIAN 

NATURE 

TOURS 


Warblers to Whales 
Canoes to Caribou 

Our groups are small & enthusiastic 
Our leaders expert naturalists 
Our locations the best in the world 

, JOIN US! 



adventure of the coastal backcountry rivers 
and inlets, abundant wildlife, birds, and marine life. 
(305)255-3111 
8390 S.W. 132 St. Miami, FL 33156 
Capt. Vic Ramos, USCG, Professional Photographer. 


Special Purchase-save $701 


Bausch & Lomb 

Elite Binoculars 

Certified the world's best. 

8x42 Elite.5669.95 

10x42 Elite.5699.95 

Call for special purchase LeIC pricing. 

CALL FOR OUR FREE I 

BINOCULAR BUYIJMG GUIDE | 

Member of Minnesota Ornithologists Union 


Notional Comeio Exchange 

9300 Olson Highway J-MiAsir, 




THE ONLY 
SUBSCRIPTION 
FEEDER 

IN THE COUNTRY 

You can get any amount 
of Wild Bird Food 
on a schedule. 

A great gift 
for you or a friend. 



Call ‘ZTie granary 
at 1-800-336-6094 


or write 
The Granary 
R. R. 1 Box 49 
Francesville, IN 47946 

Free Catalog 


i 




Pretty 
Ceramic 
Birdhouses 


P.O. Box 696A 
Conifer, Colorado 80433 




Send $1 for brochure. 



















































































5514Liwr«ncaA«. TELE-OPTICS 

Phona: 312-283-7757_Chicago, III. 68630 



Birder's Emporium 



OUTDOOR 
GEAR AND 
CLOTHING 

REI has the best for your muscle-powered 
activities including hiking, climbing, 
skiing, bicyciing, fitness walking and water 
sports. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

r- - FREE CATALOG! - - m 

■ Name_ I 

■ Address _ . ■ 

I City_ I 

■ State_ZIP_ ■ 

■ Send to: REI, Dept. N100g.P.O. Box 88127, | 

: Seattle, WA 981^-2127; or call tolt tree: -- 

■ 1-800426-4840 (U.S. and Canada), ■ 

f . operator #N1Q09 | 




Rexible Plastic 

Birdhouses 

Easily Attach to 
Tree! 

Oniy $10.50 ea. 

(Postpaid) 

Outside USA add $2.00 
(SD Customers add 4% 


Catalog 


of Unusual 


Birding Supplies 


& Gifts 


KEMPFS 


Woonsocket, SD 


Stained Glass Chickadee 



Beautifully handcrafted Chickadee hanging from 
an Oak leaf. Approx. 7'. $44.95 add $1.75 for 
shipping. Wl residents add 5.5% sales tax. 
ji Check, Money Order, MC & VISA 
Send $2.00 for color brochure. 

2600S 


*P<^Hcefr 


2600 Stewart Center • \ 


^ 54401 



The __ 

LINK 

Binocular and Camera Strap tm 


• No weight on neck 

• No scratched equipmen 

• Cut down on swaying 


$8.00 postpaid (IL Res. add 45C) 
Send checl. or M.O. to: 

The Birder’s Connection 



ZEISS LEITZ KOWA NIKON 


BINOCULAR REPAIR 



I RgDLICH^ 


2o« 703-241-4077 p 

BAUSCH & LOMB 















































Bit cla \ Emporium 


SQUIRREL-PROOF 
THISTLE FEEDER f 

Attracts finch, goldfinch, 
pine sisken, nuthatch, 
chickadees, & others. 

Durable crystal clear 
acrylic cylinder is 15 in. 
high and 1/8 in. thick, 
with 12 feed ports and 
heavy ceramic end caps. 

$38.00 POSTPAID 
SEND CHECK OR M.O. TO: 

BIRDSONG PRODUCTS CORP., DEPT WB 
3900 CHEYENNE CT. 

OXFORD, Ml. 48370 





1-800-800-Eye 1 

Call For Free Literature. 


The Finest CJeniian tIpticA. Now In America. 


OFTOLYTH-USA 

LOOK NOFLJRTHER 


Bird Notecards! 



Wt^packs.^Spedfy your choice(s) 

feathers & fur 

P.O. Box 15535.WB ■ Ann Arbor, Ml 48104. 


BEST NEST 
BUILDER 


The perfect compliment 

■ ■to backyard birdfeeding! 

■ ■ Hang near your feeder & 
■ enjoy the goldfinches’ 

antics as they collect 
bedding for their nests. 

$5.95 for one.$10.95 for two 

10 lb. Niger Thistle. $14.95 

Prices INCLUDE Delivery 
Check or Money Order: 
HAVEGARD FARM, INC. 

225 Navarino St., Algoma, WI 54201 
(414) 487-5620 ■ Havegard Farm, Inc. 1986 


^ilcC ^irdC (^o(f 


Direct from the farm to you 

50# Sunflowers (Black oil).$17.00 

25# Sunflowers (Black oil).$ 9.00 

50# Birdmix (No Corn).$10.75 

50# Birdmix (12% Sunfl.).$ 8.75 

20# Birdmix (12% Sunfl.).$ 4.00 

20# Birdmix (No Corn).$ 4.80 

25# Sunflower Hearts.$13.00 

10# Niger (2# Bags).$9.90 


BILL CHANDLER FARMS 

R.R.2 WB, Noble, IL 62868 

800-752-S//7D 



BAUSCH& MINSLTA 
LOMB 

ELITE 

8x42.*669 

8x42 Armor ...*689 r. 

10x42.*689 

10x42 Armor .*709 ' 

22xScope.*253 - 

15-45xScope*329 7x50. 

CUSTOM 10x50. 

-. WEATHERMATIC 

.. 7x42.*189 

10x40.*189 7x50.*179 

10x42.*219 




THE MAGNUM 

Sunflower Seed Feeder 

Handcrafted of Holds 2 gals, ol black 

squirrel-proof materials, oiler sunllower seed. 

*P 



Roof slides up hanging rod Hang or 

lor easy Idling. pole mount. 

$29.95 ppd. (U.P.S.) 

Check or Money Order. 

(219) 696-9315 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

MAGNUM 

FEEDERS 

P.O. Box 173 WB 
Lowell, IN 46356 


AQUARIUM 

FISH 

Your Guide To Successful Fishkeeping 

When it comes to starting, improving and 
maintaining healthy aquariums, AQUARIUM 
FISH MAGAZINE answers your questions. 

• Learn how to use equipment qnd acces¬ 
sories effectively • Increase your under¬ 
standing of the biology of fish and inverte¬ 
brates • Find out about different species 
• Get tips on buying, breeding dnd cdring 
for populor ond exotic fish • Enjoy page 
after page of beautiful photographs • And 
much more! 

AQUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE pocks useful 
information and practical tips in every 
page. What are you waiting tor? Take ad¬ 
vantage of these low Subscription Rates 
and subscribe today! 

12 Monthly Issues Only $21.97 
24 Monthly Issues Only $36.00 


AOUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE, Subscription OepI 5LC1 
P.O. 80X53351, Bodder, CO 80322-3351 

YES. please send me AOUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE 

every month as follows; 

□ 12 Monthly Issues Only S21,97 

□ 24 Monthly Issues Only $36.00 

□ Enter my order os □ New □ Renewal 


City/State _Zip „ 

□ Boyment Enclosed □ Bill me lus onoconoo 
Allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. 












































































Birder’s Emporium 


Quiz Answers 


Fast delivery on RocSports, ProWalkers, Avia, 

, New Balance, Converse, Soft Spots, 
Wh / Easy Spirit, Reebok and Propet. 
Send for Free Catalog 

* OKUN BROS. SHOES 

South Street WB 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 




1. (A) The Killdeer is the only plover 
that may be found in most areas of 
southern and west coast states year- 
round. 

2. (D) None of the above. Despite its 
name, the Mountain Plover nests pri¬ 
marily on the prairies. Wilson’s Plover 
nests on southern coasts while the 
Pacific Golden-Plover is a tundra nester. 

3. (A) Black-bellied Plovers are easily 
recognized by their wing and tail pat¬ 
terns while in flight and also by their 
black wingpits. 

4. (D) While Killdeers do not eat these 
foods, some members of the plover 
family will occasionally eat seeds and 
berries. 

5. (B) Although Common Ringed Plo¬ 
vers have been recorded regularly in 
Alaska, they do not breed in the United 
States, whereas both Eurasian Dotterals 
and Mongolian Plovers have been re¬ 
ported nesting in the 49th state. 

6 . (A) The Piping Plover populations 


are reduced and threatened by habitat 
destruction and recreational distur¬ 
bances, including off-road vehicle use 
on nesting sandbars and beaches. 

7. (A) The call is usually the most 
reliable way of distinguishing between 
Common Ringed and Semipalmated 
plovers, although range may also be 
helpful. 

8 . (C) The Killdeer may protect its eggs 
from hot roof-top temperatures by 
soaking its breast in water before in¬ 
cubating its eggs. 

9. (A and B) Both the Snowy Plover or 
the Piping Plover may be seen on the 
Gulf Coast. Leg color is the feature 
ture that is most often used to distin¬ 
guish these two species. On the Pacific 
Coast, only the Snowy Plover would 
be likely. 

10. (B) The Black-bellied Plover fol¬ 
lows the same migration route as the 
American Golden Plover, though many 
Black-bellied Plovers also winter along 
U.S.A. coasts. 
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fVB Classified 


AVIAN ART 


SONGBIRD PRINTS BY Marvin J. Fryer, 
wildlife artist. Beautiful s/n limited-edi¬ 
tion print, $20; framed $40 to $50 (origi¬ 
nals $250, orders only). Send for flyer. 
WILDLIFE CARVINGS AND ILLUSTRA¬ 
TIONS, P.O. Box 1094, College Park, MD 
20740. 12TF 


EIGHT EXQUISITE handcrafted wildlife 
notes. $3.95 ppd. Send large SASE for 
free wildlife brochure. Gift ideas under 
$10. STAMP ACT, 1199 Longpoint Rd., 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464. 4TF 


STAINED-GLASS BIRDS. Brighten your 
windows with sun catchers of your favor¬ 
ite birds. Original designs handcrafted 
by the artist. Write for information. 
JAMESON STUDIO, 5688 S. Lorene Ave., 
Milwaukee, Wl 53221; (414) 281-7469. 

9/891 


SCRATCHBOARD ART limited-edition 
lithographic prints by wildlife artist Peg 
Burrus. Free color brochure. BURRUS 
ARTS, P.O. Box 520532, Independence, 
MO 64052. 1TF 


EXQUISITE BIRD NOTE CARDS by noted 
wildlife artist. Send SASE for free full- 
color brochure to FOREVER WILD, P.O. 
BOX 8, Clayton, GA 30525. 1/391 


HAND-PAINTED WILDLIFE MAGNETS, 
floral picks and ornaments. Charming 
designs by artist Jaclin Dunne: Chicka¬ 
dee, Blue Jay, Cardinal, Pileated Wood¬ 
pecker, Hummingbird, Cedar Waxwing, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Tufted Tit¬ 
mouse, Mallard, Squirrel, Rabbit, more! 
$8.95 each or two for $16 (includes s/h, 
gift box). Send SASE for brochure. EV¬ 
ERGREEN CLASSICS, 3946 Park Lane, 
Traverse City, Ml 49684. 1/491 


BIRDHOUSES 


BUILD YOUR OWN! Attract the birds you 
want. Package includes assorted, detailed 
birdhouse plans. Send $7 to BIRD’S-EYE- 
VIEW, 501 Islington St., Portsmouth, NH 
03801. 12/391 


HANDCRAFTED, QUALITY BIRDHOUSES 
and feeders. Handmade of western red 
cedar. Free catalog. CEDAR THINGS, 408 
Kaye Dr., Pickerington, OH 43147. 3/491 


TRADITIONAL HOUSES AND FEEDERS 
beautifully decorated with forest and 
seashore accents. For catalog write 
BIRDS, 123 F St., Dept. WB, Eureka, CA 
95501. 391 


HANDCRAFTED, BIRD-APPROVED, rus¬ 
tically-turned birdhouses. Mesquite or 
Texas Hill Country cedar. Six sizes: from 
wrens to Saw-whet Owls. Priced from 
$39.95 to $59.95. Send SASE for informa¬ 
tion. H. NORDMEYER, P.O. Box 68-WB, 
Knippa, TX 78870-0068. 1/391 


CEDAR BLUEBIRD NESTING BOX. Time- 
tested, durable, functional design. At¬ 
tracts most cavity-nesting birds. Preda¬ 
tor guard, sparrow guard, instructions 
and advice, $12; kit, $10. M&M WOOD¬ 
WORKING, 6812 Elk Canyon Rd., Okla¬ 
homa City, OK 73162; (405) 728-0406. 

2/391 


TOP-QUALITY, HANDMADE, CEDAR 
nesting boxes: chickadee, bluebird, nut¬ 
hatch, Downy Woodpecker (specify). 
$24.95 ppd. No shortcuts taken! Satisfac¬ 
tion guaranteed. Many others available, 
including custom-made. Information sent 
upon request. Send check or MO to 
LAWSON VENTURES, Dept. 220 WB, 
1416 S. Rangeline Rd., Carmel, IN 46032. 
(Indiana residents, add 5% sales tax). 

391 


BIRDING EQUIPMENT 


FREE LIST and literature, quality optics. 
Binoculars and spotting scopes. Com¬ 
plete line of Zeiss, Swarovski, Bausch & 
Lomb, Bushnell, Swift, Leopold and 
Fuginon. Experienced consultant. Imme¬ 
diate shipping. 50th year. WENTLING’S, 
P.O. Box 355B, Hershey, PA 17033; (717) 
533-2468. 10TF 


ausJENA BINOCULARS (GERMANY). 
Experience the ultimate in brilliance and 
clarity! Europe’s largest manufacturer of 
finest quality binoculars. Consumer and 
dealer inquiries invited. EUROPTIK, LTD., 
Box 319WB, Dunmore, PA 18509; (717) 
347-6049. 10TF 


OPTICS HEADQUARTERS FOR BIRDERS 
since 1960. Selection advice, 24-hour 
shipping, deep discounts on binoculars, 
scopes, tripods and more. USA warran¬ 
ties. Catalog and prices on request. 
BIRDING, P.O. Box 4405 WB, Halfmoon, 
NY 12065; (518) 664-2011. 3TF 


WILDBIRD CLASSIFIED 
P.O. Box 6050 
Mission Viejo, CA 92690 


Telephone: (714) 855-8822 
FAX: (714) 855-3045 


Yes, I want to be known! Please publish my ad_times, i understand that classi¬ 
fied ads must be paid in advance (MC/VISA accepted), so enclosed is $_for 

-words at 40C per word, times the number of insertions ($8 minimum per inser¬ 
tion). P.O. Box, telephone number and state/zip equal one word each. 


The editor reserves the right to make stylistic changes. Type or print clearly. 
SAMPLE AD 

WE LOVE BIRDING! Learn about equipment , books , tours and birds . BIRDING BULLETIN . 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

P.O. Box 999 , Rt. 3 , W. 5^ Ay^, Anytown , USA 10000 ; (123) 456-7890 . 


(The following for our re 

Name _ 


City/State/Zip _ 

Telephone No. (_ 

□ MC □ VISA # 
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BOOKS & MAGAZINES 


RARE AND OUT-OF-PRINT books on wild 
birds and naturai history. MARCHER’S 
BOOKS, Dept. WB, 6204 N. Vermont, 
Okiahoma City, OK 73112. 12TF 


QUiCK iNDEX to Peterson’s A Field Guide 
To The Birds-East, Peterson’s A Field 
Guide To The Birds-West0B9O Edition); 
Nationai Geographic Societv Field Guide 
To The Birds Of North Amirica; 'Goiden 
Guide To Field Identification Birds Of 
North America. Peel-and-stick iabel. Bird 
identification becomes easier with quick 
reference attached to book cover. $2.00 
each ppd. iL residents add 14e tax per 
index. BIRDER’S CONNECTION, 2521 
College Rd., Downers Grove, IL 60516. 

391 


NEWSLETTER: For birders with special 
interest in Texas birds. For fuii year’s 
subscription, send $8 to PENFEATHERS, 
P.O. Box 38157, Dept. WB, Houston, TX 
77238-8157. 1/391 


BINOCULARS FOR BIRDERS. $12.95pius 
$1.95 s/h, or send SASE for free informa¬ 
tion. Contact AVIAN PRESS, P.O. Box 
56068, Madison, Wl 53705-9368. 11/1091 


BIRD BOOKS, NEW AND OLD. To receive 
cataiogs and remain on maiiing iist, send 
$2. BUTEO BOOKS, P.O. BOX 481, Ver- 
miiiion, SD 57069. 12/391 


BiRD-SONG RECORDING MADE EASY. 
Comprehensive iiiustrated guide to 
making high-fideiity audio recordings 
with tape recorders and video camcor¬ 
ders. Learn microphone selection and 
placement, recording and editing tech¬ 
niques, low-cost equipment selection, 
and more. $9.95 plus $1.50 postage. 
ECOventures, 3107 W. Commodore Way, 
#204, Seattle, WA 98199-1172. 391 


FEED & FEEDERS 


SQUIRREL-PROOF BIRD FEEDERS. Fin- 
est-quality feeders ever designed. Engi¬ 
neered to last a lifetime. You will never 
have to worry about squirrels destroying 
your feeder again. The last feeder your 
birds will ever need. Write for catalog. 
WILDLIFE PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 363WB, 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54494. 10TF 


FREE CATALOG: Top-quality wild bird 
products, birdhouses, bird feeders, bird 
seed, T-shirts, etc. Everything guaran¬ 
teed, gift-wrapping available! SERYS 
CREATIONS, 2433 S. 74th St., Dept. WB, 
West Allis, Wl 53219. 1TF 


SEEDS. Free sample and price list of 
evergreen seeds. WAUKESHA SEED 
COMPANY, P.O. Box 1820, Waukesha, Wl 
53187. 11/591 


FANCY FEEDERS: sunflower, suet, 
thistle. $8 each ppd. Free catalog. FANCY 


FEEDER FACTORY, 3886 Nassau, Mus¬ 
kegon, Ml 49441. 12/391 


72 BIRDHOUSES, FEEDERS and other 
things to make for fun or profit. Patterns 
catalog, $2. RSG, P.O. Box 234, Washing¬ 
ton Mills, NY 13479. 1/691 


PLANT NATURE’S SELF-RENEWING 

feeding stations: winter-bearing shrubs 
and trees. COLD STREAM FARM, 2030 N. 
Freesoil Rd., Freesoil, Ml 49411; (616) 
464-5809. 2/391 


PECORN WILD BIRD MEAL. Increase your 
backyard bird population with an energy- 
packed blend of meals that appeals to a 
broad spectrum of birds. A virtually waste- 
free, granular meal to give top feeding 
value. Ingredients in order: ground pe¬ 
cans (no shells), enriched corn meal, 
finely ground suet. 5 lbs., $8.75; 10 lbs., 
$15.25 ppd. Larger quantities available. 
UNTETHERED FEATHERS, 5020 N. 
Apache Hills Trail, Tucson, AZ 85715. 

3/491 


GUIDED TOURS 


NEW MEXICO. Guided birding tours, three 
home-cooked meals daily. BEAR MOUN¬ 
TAIN GUEST RANCH, Silver City, NM 
88061; (505)538-2538. TF 


RAPTOURS. Birding tours emphasizing 
birds of prey and raptor workshops led 
by Bill Clark. For 1991 schedule and in¬ 
formation on Israel, Spain and Ecuador 
tours, write to P.O. Box 8008, Silver 
Spring, MD 20907; (301) 565-9196. 1TF 


COSTA RICA. Guided birding along rain 
forest trails. Delicious meals, elegant 
accommodations in beautiful hacienda, 
ground transportation, horseback riding 
and tours all included from $390/person/ 
week. RANCHO NATURALISTA, Apdo. 
364-1002, San Jose, Costa Rica; (506) 39- 
7138. 11TF 


COSTA RICA’S NATIONAL PARKS and 
wildlife refuges. Guided birding and na¬ 
ture tours. For information contact MI¬ 
CHAEL SNOW, Apartado 73,7200 Siquir- 
res, Costa Rica. 1TF 


WHOOPING CRANE TOURS to the Aran¬ 
sas National Wildlife Refuge aboard the 
Wharf Cat, 75-ft. heated and A/C catama¬ 
ran, with the largest and highest obser¬ 
vation deck for close sighting and best 
photography. Equipped with inside and 
outside seating, food bar, restrooms and 
spotting scopes. Group and senior citi¬ 
zen discounts. Professionally guided. 
Departs from Rockport, Texas harbor, 
daily. Contact WHARF CAT, 1903 Glass 
Ave., Rockport, TX 78382; (800) 782-BIRD 
or (512) 729-GULL or (512) 749-5760. 

1/391 


UK BIRDING TOURS: visiting England, 
Wales and Scotland, May through June 
1991. Limited to parties of four. Contact 


33 Carmarthen Ave., Portsmouth P06 
2AG, England; (01144) 705 370559. 

2/691 


MISCELLANEOUS 


OWL COLLECTORS. “I Love Owls” 
bumper sticker: $1. 1991 Nightwatch 
calendar: $13. Merchandise catalog: $1 
(refundable). OWL’S NEST, Box 5491 WB, 
Fresno, CA 93755. 10TF 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your 
ornithology-related small business. 
Grants/loans to $500,000. Free recorded 
message; call (707) 449-8600. (LM9). 

3/491 


HAND-PAINTED, EXOTIC BIRD designs 
in brilliant colors on T-shirts and sweat¬ 
shirts. Free brochure. WELSH TRADING 
COMPANY, P.O. Box 221433, Charlotte, 
NC 28222. 1/391 


MICHIGAN HIAWATHA PHOTOGRAPHY 
workshops at Deerfield. Write to CHUCK 
McMARTIN, 701 Elm St., Essexville, Ml 
48732. 10/391 


DECOY ETCHINGS, GAME-BIRD cigarette 
cards, English-thatch birdhouse. Many 
more quality bird gifts and collectibles. 
ARCHAEOPTERYX, 791 Bridgetown Pike, 
Langhorne, PA 19053; (215) 364-4407. 

12/591 


NEW, UNIQUE, ORIGINAL. Slide-on book- 
ends—your books will stay put! Cardi¬ 
nals, Wood Ducks, Owls. For details, send 
SASE to R.C. MICHAELS, 8664 Foothill 
Rd., Middleton, ID 83644. 2/391 


CEDAR WORKS. Quality red cedar na¬ 
ture products. Dining-out squirrel feeder, 
$8.95; butterfly house, $42.50; bat house, 
$34.95; bluebird house, $17.95; kestrel/ 
owl house, $34.95. Forever Full bird 
feeder, $49.95. MC/VISA plus same day 
UPS shipping. 10% discount with men¬ 
tion of this ad. Call (712) 886-5425 for free 
catalog. CEDAR WORKS, P.O. Box 266, 
Moorhead, lA 51558. 391 


WILD BIRD PHOTOGRAPHERS and 
computer users. Crimson Star’s 35mm 
Slide Label Program is ready to label 
your slides or photos the professional 
way. This new, easy-to-use software 
prints three lines per label, with up to 30 
characters per line. Use up to four labels 
per 35mm slide. Perfect for home use; 
absolutely essential if you submit slides 
to stock agencies, magazines or photo 
contests. Great gift for the photographer 
who has everything! Sample labels in¬ 
cluded. Requires IBM-compatible com¬ 
puter, dot-matrix printer. Specify 51/4” or 
31/2” floppy disk. Sixty-day, money-back 
guarantee! $19.99 plus $3 s/h. CRIMSON 
STAR, Dept. WB1, 5355 Dumfries St., 
Vancouver, B.C. V5P 3A3. 2/491 


NATURE PHOTOGRAPHER. How-to, 
conservation-oriented photography 
magazine for novices and professionals 
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alike. Bimonthly. One-year subscription, 
$11.95. Write P.O. Box 2037, West Palm 
Beach, FL 33402. 2/491 


write P.O. Box 536, Socorro, NM 87801. 
Ask about our early birder special. 

1/691 


able. SEVEN BLUFF CABINS, P.O. Box 
184, Concan, TX 78838; (512) 232-5260. 

3/491 


NATURE IMAGES PHOTO CONTEST. 
First prize, $600. Additional cash, rib¬ 
bons, exhibitions. Send SASE for details. 
NATURE IMAGES, P.O. Box 2037, West 
Palm Beach, FL 33402. 2/491 


SCENTED HUMMINGBIRD PODS. Dried 
pod hangs from a delicate ribbon and is 
filled with dried flowers, tiny pinecones 
and berries. A tiny hummingbird drinks 
from the flowers. Scented oil is included. 
$15.95 ppd. Send check or MO to FLOW¬ 
ERS BY FINK, 6844 Backbay Cove, 
Memphis, TN 38141; (901) 365-6371. 

391 


TRAVEL & LODGING 


RAMSEY CANYON INN Bed & Breakfast, 
adjacent to the Mile Hi/Ramsey Canyon 
Preserve. 14 species of hummingbirds 
and over 200 other species of birds visit 
during the year. One-bedroom cottage 
aiso available. For information contact 
Box 85, Ramsey Canyon Rd., Hereford, 
AZ 85615; (602) 378-3010. 10TF 


BIRD COSTA RICA’S HIGH Talamanca 
(7,500 ft.) with all the comforts of a private 
home. Personalized vacations inciude 
lodging, delicious meals, expert guiding 
on well-maintained and beautiful trails. 
Weekly rates: $650/couple. STEVE FRIED¬ 
MAN, APD010303,1000 San Jose, Costa 
Rica. Phone (506) 25-07-71; FAX (506) 23- 
38-73. 12TF 


JAMAICA, JAMAICA, JAMAICA! Secluded 
mountaintop villa surrounded by thou¬ 
sands of acres of wooded terrain. Miles 
of rural lanes. Six acres of bird-attracting 
food trees and horticultural gardens. 
Swim and fish pools. Superb views. 
Minutes from beach and coral reefs. 
Marshland and river trips arranged. 
Weekly rates: $22/day/person with occu¬ 
pancy of six or more. Chefs and house¬ 
hold staff included. Call (809) 955-2852,9 
to 4 EST, weekdays. 2/391 


LOST MAPLES PARK! Texas hotspot! 
Golden-cheeked Warbler, Black-capped 
Vireo, Green Kingfisher. Checklist. Seed 
and hummer feeders. Beautiful log cab¬ 
ins overlooking river, one mile from park. 
Clear starry nights; quiet song-filled 
mornings. FOXFIRE, P.O. Box 142, Van- 
derpool, TX 78885; (512) 966-2200. 

12/391 


BOSQUE DEL APACHE WILDLIFE Ref¬ 
uge on the Rio Grande River Flyway. 
Whooping Cranes, Sandhill Cranes, Snow 
Geese, large concentrations of water 
birds from October through March. Year- 
round habitats of 295 high plains, moun¬ 
tain and riparian bird species are found at 
this high-desert oasis. Join us for an 
early start at the historic EATON HOUSE 
BED & BREAKFAST. For reservations 
and information call (505) 835-1067, or 


DEER RUN BED & BREAKFAST on the 
ocean, in the heart of the National Key 
Deer Refuge and a state aquatic pre¬ 
serve. A year-round birding paradise. 
Contact P.O. Box 431, Big Pine Key, FL 
33043; (305) 872-2015. 1/1291 

CASA BLANCA BIRD & BREAKFAST. 
Eight miles from the Bosque del Apache 
National Wildlife Refuge. Over 300 spe¬ 
cies sighted. Spectacular migratory flocks 
October through March: Whooping 
Cranes, Sandhills, Snow Geese. Unique 
desert/wetlands habitat. Moderately 
priced, serene, historic Victorian farm¬ 
house. For reservations write P.O. Box 
84, Socorro, NM 87801; (505) 835-3027 
(after 5 PM Mountain Time). 391 

CONCAN, TEXAS: EDWARDS PLATEAU. 
Golden-cheeked Warbler and Black- 
capped Vireo habitat. New, ciean, air- 
conditioned and heated country cabins 
with furnished kitchenettes in a pecan 


WILDLIFE VIDEOS. Available only in VHS: 
bird banding. Chimney Swifts, wildlife re¬ 
habilitation, $15.95 to $25. For brochure 
send SASE to PAG E PRODUCTIONS, 8504 
Romney Rd., Austin, TX 78748. 12/491 

ISLANDS OF THE SEABIRDS. Gannets, 
Black-backed Gulls, Puffins, Guillemots, 
Terns and others, photographed on the 
rugged islands of eastern Canada. A sen¬ 
sitive film. Also, Life History of the White 
Ibis. Includes action close-ups of Glossy 
Ibis, Wood Stork, many Herons, White 
and Brown Pelicans, Gallinules, Spoon¬ 
bills and much more. Real insight into the 
life and hardships of these beautiful and 
spectacular birds. VHS only. $29.75 each 
or $59 for both ppd., plus $2.50 s/h. Send 
check or MO to BOB WELLS NATURE- 
WORLD PRODUCTIONS, 2300 Plantside 
Dr., Louisville, KY 40299. 1/691 



COA/0O f 


WildBird I March 1991 75 
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The Bluebird Book 

Now you can attract the blue bird of 
happiness. A complete and beautiful 
new resource filled with 85 stunning 
color photographs of Bluebirds. 

This book tells you everything you 
need to know to attract that beloved 
bird. Includes all three of our 
native bluebirds. 


The Best video on bluebirds. 

Hear and see all three of Americas 
favorite birds. 

Learn how to attract these beautiful birds. 




or Sam Peabody Co. 

109 N. Main 

Berrien Springs, Ml 49103 

616-471-4031 


(Q'mMJ 



EZ Clean House 
11.98 


9v[ove 6eyoncCfeeding and 
zuatcfiing tfie Birds.... 


Natural Habitat Landscape Desig^i 
Let us help you design or adapt your property's present landscape design to enhance and attract native birds 
and wildlife by providing natural food sources, nesting and cover sites, and sources of water. 

For informational brochure and preliminary property design questionnaire call or write: 01' Sam Peabody, Inc. 
dba Green Wellies, at (616) 471-4031 or 111 N. Main St., Berrien Springs, Ml 49103 



Feeder 27.95 


















You’ll see him 
better than 
he sees you... 

when you pack a Pentax. Out 
in your backyard or in the wild, 
FPentax binoculars refine the art of birdwatching. 

Manufacturers of • Binoculars • Monoculars • Cameras • Lenses • Video 
35 Inverness Drive East • Englewood, Colorado 80112 


No Exchange 





